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TOO SMALL FOR THE WWE ? 
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“LL HAVE TO HURT 

PEOPLE TO PROVE 

MYSELF IN THE WWF!” 


Tragedy In Canada: " 
ADRIAN ADONIS, —_ - 
_TWO OTHERS, DIE | > , 2 & 
IN AUTO CRASH Te) > a 
For His Own Good. « 
NIKITA KOLOFF 
“MUST TURN 
-HIS BACK ON 
AMERICA! 
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1001 Things Free Joke Gum 


Get FREE articles, novelties. books, stamps. Pucker Gum. Putrid. 
coins, shaw. tickets. games, films, products, () 2738 Pkg. of 5 . - 


Jenals, records, jewelry, hobbies, iravel info, () 2724 Pkg. of 5. . 
Sic Mammoth directory of over 1000 free | Garilc Gum, Awtul, 
lors Wil Names and addresses 64 pages |) 2735 Pkg. of 5 
[1018 “Things Free” Directory $1.55 


Looks like ifs re- 

going to 
explode, then, 
grves of huge 


Unbeatable Self Defense 


Len Judo, Jiwitsu, Wrast- 
wig, Muscle Building, Self De- 
tense Tricks Wel illustrated Goudie ol two cot: 
easy to Understand paper co- cred smoke. 
yored books. Up to 95 pages [) 2053 Smoke 
1265 50 Trick of Self Defense . $2.96 | bombs. 24 tor 
(°) 1056 How to Build Mightly Muscles $2.96 
(1266 Combat Judo ......... $2.98 


pf y i) Smoke 


4, 


Grenades 


NS 
S ? Realistic looking Pro 


[)201T Smoke Grenades, 12for , $3.50 


Pocket Spy Telescope 


fects closer. Anractive finish 
(1 8728 Spy Scope ..-....:.. $2.98 


1g Bang 
Fun Snaps 
Real Bang 
Up Fun! 


BANG! 


The more 


2285 itch Powder (3 packs) . .$1.50 


Liletime Guarantee : —o) 


Deluxe Mini Lock Blade 


Opens quickly and tocks into positon Pru: 
vents blade Irom snapping shut Fine quably 
s1eel 1s razor sharp and hoids its edge, excet 
‘ent for Quigeor work fishing hunting or 
umergencies. Only 5’ gpen. 2%" closed 
Z for $5.95. 


handbook of tricks 


12093 Mini Lock Blade $3.38 (a of 
12082 Mit Loch Blade. 538 | Ge 
———=sar th Mini nels so he 


— Butterfly Knife 
Just 3\9 fully open 
Only 2\" closed. A very 
handy, ea8y-to-open pos 
ket utity knife. Stainiess 
Steo! blade. brass plated 
handle yrs tock. twist Open Keychain 
(7 8966 Knife Keychain 32 


Instant 


Dog Mess 
Avrosol Spray lets 
you “decorate” fast. 
Just push the noz- 
zie fo spray any 
shape in any spot 
Brown foam firms 
up test and they 
think dog has been 
REALLY bad, Takes 
only seconds to create awtul mess and super 
Navoc § oz. can. 

(© 3941 Instant Dog Mess . $3.98 


AIR CAR HOVERCRAFT 
RIDES ON AIR! 


New HOVERCRAFT glides like magic over 

Noors, sdewalks. EVEN WATER! Sleok car of | 

(he future uses principle of aw suspension to 

nde on cushion of air above most any surface. 

Colortl plastic, 8x9°X2" high. 4° propeller 48° 

Control line from push bution remole control un, Simply press switch and 
ih Deauty rises and floats in any direction you wish Mestrates nctionless 
‘motion principles of tul| size experimental vehicles already in use Nol a 


Y batteries (not included, ) 
7606 Hover Craft . : - $8.98 


pafats. & lor 


Greatest Husion of the century! Apparently see bones thru sken. Laugh 
not when people dant know if (hwy can trust you! Regular size glasses 
with built-in optical liusion. U.S. mace. Do not buy poor quality imports 

O 3762 XRAY Specs Only ......--.--..--4.-. $2.25 por pair 


Secret 
Whoopee 

Noisemaker 
Devious device is 
2 easy to hide in 
a your hand when 
\ making “natural” 
noises. better imagined than described, Just squeeze 
and heads will (urn to see who did it. Add a little Stench 
Spray (our #4778) and people will leave FAST! Only 


z high, but a giant funmaker. 2 or more,$3.50 each. 
Whoopes Device $3.98 


Maps, toys, lood-drug samples, science ma- Red Hot Gum. Blazing 


Cherry agen te 


Sott & supple jwarher 


Tight fitting, Velcs st 
Guces mushroom Clouds py a ve » | be “ Leather Bull Whip 
2 of smoke Watch ‘em aannlistiven righ Sse the whip. Whip fits Nand naturally 
" - gia . 2 ie i 2 
head for fhe hills, 2512 Gloves _,. $9.98 pair rack oF cod t. Snake it Out or back, under 


Powerful, yet fits pockel like pan Magnihes Swing open to reveal plashec 
several times original size. Brings distant of ~) 3923 Butterfly Comb * . 3150 


Gives BIG a | Warning Light Only $9.98 


2062 Fun Snaps _. ... $2.98 psychadalc party light Really get into Ine 
SR =a music & the mood with brilliant red beams 
Tevolving eerily around the room, With suc 


Shoots SQ rounds wi one loading Sot vnyi | lumes only. 
Pellets let you crealé exciting indoor tun as | | 

well a5 Outdoor action Heavy duly plastic con- 
Structon fo wilhstand rugged use Wilh 100 


[] 4453 Sott Shot Pistol =. ......52.25 
) 4461 Shoulder Holster ....., $2.50 
4454 Extra Ammo (250 pellets) $1.25 


Chrome 


sie 1 Johnson SmithCompany Jes = 


HANDCUFFS - Lifetime Guarantee 
a 9043 Handcutts with Keys .. $5.90 
( 9048 Handcull Case 
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Hercules 
Wrist Band 
$1.98 

Gives rugged, mas: 
culine = appearance 
Double strap for 
“herman” look. Adjusta- 
ble, Get two - one for 
each am Genuine 
loathor 

0 2112 Each, $1.98 
Set of 2, 53.50 


Leather 
Fingerless 
Gloves 


hand. ssdearm or overhand Cracker tougue 


*} | OF eed. Woven hand plail, Genuine leather 
— — whip at bargain price Length may vary a tew 
inches. About 5-4 long 


Butterfly Comb 


Looks ike buttertly knife Meta! hardies 


(] 6762 Bull Whip... -. $5.98 
Stink Spray 


Sterich so puttd the manufac: 
turer hates to make 4 because 
Nis plant stinks for days Justa 
little spray, evo ly wants 
to know who did IT. We can! 
think of a Deter way to get ric of 
UNWANIed Quesis, 4 O2 spray 
can 


| 4778 Stench Spray ........ $2.98 


mb, 9" open 


Squeeze ‘om! 

Toss ‘em! . Gassy Cand 

Step on ‘emt \} | Deluxe Revolving Police Style P Tasies great, but ss 
~ woeon! Guarantees noxious 


odors & obnoxious sounds 


Amazingly Revolves just like aulhentic police Keep |hair air lreshener 
loud, yet you can pop them between your | emergency hgit. Attach to car root or hein Natural ingredients 
Wngors without harm, Box of 200. dashboard in seconds. Also makes excalient Create lots of embarrassing 


“music,” They'll never 
guess | was the candy, 10 


“ pieces. 
hey Scraich, or cup base for fast atlachment. About 6 
the mora they | tall Usrs standard batteries - S276" Gaeey Candy; °- - 002i, S280 
ier er L) 9527, Rotating Police Light .. $9.58 | — 
abe, |) BR Ea he EE ae Black Light Bulb 
& billion FLUORESCENT EFFECTS. 
mosquito /, Live Sea Monkeys )) Biack Light (invisible witra 
bites would Ss Hatch entire family of excit- Violet ray bulb), Makes 
\ teol like? Just Z, Ing pets In 5 mimdoe, Just objects, posters, 
\ @ Iti Bit on iy add “Instani Pets” to purified | Make-up, minerals, etc. fluoresce in da 
in the sion & thw water. Watch them grow, | !9 Driliiant, fire-like colors, Create “turned 
lorture starts. 


lay, ete. Easy jo care lor Nothing else to on” and supernatural effects. Many practical 
buy With year's supply of ood Complete | 2nd scientific uses. 75 watt, 110 volt 


6316 Black Light 


() 3760 Sea Monkeys..........$2.75 Glowing Horror 


Hockey Mask 
The madman ts back 
from the dead. again! 
You'll have the entire 
neighberhood jocking 
windows & bolting 
doors, Glows in the 
A dark to enhance chilli 
Pellet Pistol eitect. With. olagtic 
CONDMAKASS Shooting | headbands. For cos- 


3903 Hockey Mask .....,,..S8.98 


Watch 
Lighter 


Time tor a tgit? 
No more searc 
1 2 


‘You won't believe it’s yout 
for malches Made from a powerful stratch 
function LCD digi- knit fabric with reinlorced 
tal watch =—with _ Giamond panel thal instantly 
push-bution elec “tucks'’ you in for a leaner, 
Tronic gas lighter is | {mer look, Improves posture, too. Slips on 
rolllable & adjust | ke ordinary undershiri, undetectable under 
able Battories in. clothes, Wear all year ‘round. Machine wash- 
cluded. abla. Made in U.S.A. Specify: Med (38-40) 
© 81) Watch Lg (42-44), X-Lg (46-48), 

Lighter, ..$12,98 | © 4237 Body Control Shirt ..,..$a.98 


From Skinny To Winner 


Gain Pounds, Inches, energy. Any body which is under-developed 
due {6 poor eating habs can fit (tom WATE-ON's polent calorie 
content. Users report weight gains of 5-10-15 pounds, added strength 
& stamina. Delicious chocolate flavor Super Shake Mix (16-o7,) 
combines with milk to provide over 4000 calories, WATE-ON 
Tablets is a 30-day nutritional supplament with natural ingredients 
that causes the appetile lo Increase causing walght gain 
4810 WATE-ON Mix ... eeeae 
(4084 WATE-ON Tablets 
j 3 Ventriloquist Dummy 
SALE! $2.49 
Exclusive 
Import Bargain 
Make Him Move, 
Act Life-Like, 
Seem To Talk 
Sing, Laugh 


Full | hy 16-inch dummy with control to operate mouth and move 
head, No practice needed. “Talks” at once, Make hint sit, stand, 
even dance and act alive! Fully deessed in colortul tailored suit 
Molded plastic, natural finsh head, Moveable arms and fegs. IN- 
CLUDED FREE: 5-Minute Lesson on How To Throw Your Voice 
{With or without dummy.) Fool friends as voices seem la come tram 
under bed, behind doors, atc 

() 6075 Dumbo The Clown .......---..-+--0- 
CF 1984 Secrets of Ventriloquism (32 Pages) . 


~», $2.49 
. $1.00 


<ZPolice Style | FREE GIFT With Orders Over $8.00 


Dept. B—243 4514 19th St. Ct. E., Bradenton, FL 34203 Smoaih operation 


Things You Never Knew Existed Since 1914 
100% SATISFACTION OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


Jackpot Slot 
Machine Bank 


Las Vegas replica 
Authentic acten, 


Accepts pennies, 
nickels, dimes, quar- 
fers, AU malal con- 
strucon with chrome 
Plated front Holds 
approxmately S20 
Gud 2a" 

( 502 Slot Bank 


Blackhead 


Remover 
Keep your skin roe of black- 
heads. Patented vacuum action 
Wte blackheads out, without 
pinching .ot squeezing Gorily 
Sal, Fast, Guaranteed For men 
& women 347" 


So en ee ee ee ee ee en se es oe ee a! 


Use hypnosis ta stop bad habits, learn 
good ones. Easy-to-learn methods that you 
Can instantly use on yoursell and frends 
Leam how to improve every area of your life, 
reduce Siress, eliminate pain Written by cer- 
iMied hypnotherapist, 231 page 

() 1032 Self Hypnosis . , . $6.95 


Ine 2 Speceually Coated bails, loss dae iio the 


nitir ball BANG! Amazingly loud cracks 
agen & again Great tor games, contests. 
geliing atiention 


~) 4641 Blackhead 
SELES : Book Safe 
- 7 B| Looks like attractively bound bookbul opans 
to reveal combination lock salé. Keep valy- 
able papors, jewels, money, etc hwiden 
away -4°"6°1'4" 
(1) 4012 Book Safe ........... $295 


How To Hypnotize 


Yourself And Others Soft-Shot Pellet 
Police Style 


Assault Weapon 

Replica of SWAT team Sawed. off ahoigun 
sheots up to 100 pallets in one loading. Fite 
win ong oF both hands on weapon, With pis- 
tol onp raped pump-achon firing mechaniserr, 
from & rear sighting, top landing amma 
Big chamber. Iwo-toned highimpact plastic. In 
Cludes 200 Sof vinyl pellets 18 

Bang Assualt Shotgun ...... $5.98 
“Blaster oO Ammo (250 pellets), $1.25 


Police Cap 


Style worn by 
Over 200 y 
aIG big city squads 
BOOMS & Swat teams 
right In your uring major 
hand. jest hotd «=| emergencies 
& mutti- 


une busts 
Made mh US 
to exacting specifications Adjustible sizing 

| 9775 Police Cap sarees $7.98 


Wen wS yOu catch if, allow a ip Ail the 


3943 Blaster Balls 33.96 


SUPER ¢¥2 


Se! 


Surprise Disappearing 
Package Ink 


~ AN 


1001 Insult 
100 Magnets Book 


/ = #2636 
#3116 Smoke 2 Icky Upse 
From Fingertips 


#2192 Noisy | Pepper | 
Nose Blower | Bubble Gum | Nasty Candy 


Any 3.- Only 88¢ each} [] 
Smaliost order - 3 hems 
Any 4 - $3.25 (81¢ ea.) 
Any 5 - $3.95 (79¢ ea.) 
Any 6 - $4.50 (75¢ ea.) 
3 ITEMS = 1 FREE GIFT 


Free 1988 Catalog 
Things You Never Knew Existed! 


World Famous catalog of novelties, pranks, jokes, cloth patches, hobtues, 
Scientific supptes. fun-makers, planes & boats, gadgets, (ime- savers, photo 
& optical goods, jowalry, disguises, music lems, stamps, coins, puzzles 
radios, bikes & accessories, telescopes, banks, office and artis! supphes, 
engines, motors, sports. hooks, models, magic, much more, 
( Yes—Send Me Your Catalog. (have enclosed 25¢ postage 
JOHNSON SMITH COMPANY, Dept.p-243 


4514 19th St. Ct. E., Bradenton, FL 34203 
TOTAL PRICE 


NO COD. Send check or money order (which you can get at post | Shipping & 

office, bank, drug store), Sorry, we are unable to ship Canadian ing $1,50 
or foreign orders. Use any extra paper If needed. Money Back TOTAL 
Guarantee. FLA. residents add 8% salen tax. 
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Make lip to TG a 
Bven While learning! »:.24s: 
at home! 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn — Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extr4 included With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular cose Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! Serpe 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away bad el! 


training. Covers 
You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training. pT eds 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in servicing and in- 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 


Stallation. This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 


we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- includes all special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
. A i ' such extensive training in this 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, rapidly expandingifield aea'part of 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- ; 
tirement — good jobs, too. ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
td to change combinations, in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training can g ve you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE M 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men : ‘ ; ALL vascxion poe 
have succeeded in this fascinating ee eae ie ec 


and highly profitable field. . . 


“Before enrolling 1 checked 
other coursés and also asked 
for advice from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine. 


Machine can alone 


THIS PRO KEY Machine can ao 
a 

MACHINE iS 4 month to Ped jade 

YOURS TO KEEP! PA and it won't cost you a pen- 


ny extra with your training. 


Find out all about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or RUSH 


_ “Lalways 
wanted to be in 


business for myself send postcard) to receive full information FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
and now Lan... and details by return mail. DOITTODAY! COUPON! Kansas Gite Ma BAO oe 

thanks to . Fi 

FoleBeliw There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
“stitute. 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


“I opened my own business, spare ii 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week. 
BOOKLET! 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 


FOLE¥BELSAW INSTITUTE 
6301 Equitable Rd., Dept.11446 MTT 
cy 


Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 


“ 


Address I 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort | average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam: Walker Prichard, Alabama 


»» YOU Can Do It Too 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 
in @ profitable Sparetime 


t or Fulltime business of 


your own PLUS complete = City 
details on our 30-Day Band Da your 


NO RISK Trial Offer! COPY today! State Zip 
oe fF fF Ff Fv = SE ES a = ee 
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Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick 
up the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING! Now this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 
12 issues of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent 
to your doorstep, postpaid, for the low price of only 
$17. SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING contains sto- 
ries and features found in no other wrestling maga- 
zine. Its peak-action photos and superb coverage of 
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the entire wrestling scene make SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING the most exciting wrestling magazine 
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ER miss a single issue. And each issue is delivered 
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the excitement that only SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING brings to you issue after thrilling issue—you 
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IN A FOG 

This letter is in response to Melissa 
Fogg’s letter in the August 1988 Sports 
Review Wrestling, “Bravo For Dino.” 
Ms. Fogg stated that Bravo is the 
world’s strongest man due to his 
bench-press of 712 pounds at The 
Royal Rumble. Well, no offense, but I 
feel I must advise Ms. Fogg to wake 
up and smell the coffee. 

You see, that attempt was nothing 
more than. a tag team effort. Jesse 
Ventura gave Bravo substantial assis- 
tance. And if you don’t believe me, 
Melissa, then I invite you back to my 
home to watch it on VCR. 

If you want to catalog the world’s 
strongest men, look at guys like Hulk 
Hogan, Randy Savage, The Ultimate 
Warrior, Don Muraco, or the man 


who Jlegitimately proved to be the 

strongest man with his 70S-pound 
bench press, Ted Arcidi. 

RYAN LEE WILLIAMS 

Taylor Mill, KY 


HOMAGE TO ADONIS 

I am writing this letter to pay hom- 
age to the late Adrian Adonis. I was 
really saddened to hear that Adonis, 
along with two other wrestlers, was 
killed in an automobile accident. Ado- 
nis was one of my favorite wrestlers 
when he was in the WWF. Whether he 
wrestled as the leather ruffian or as 
“The Adorable One,” he was one of 
the toughest wrestlers around. My 
most vivid memory of Adonis was see- 
ing him defeat then-WWF champion 
Hulk Hogan by disqualification in 


SEND LETTERS TO: 
MAILBAG 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
N.Y. 11571 


Ted Arcidi headiocks Ultimate Warrior. Reader Ryan Lee Williams believes that Arcidi, and 
not Dino Bravo, is legitimately the strongest man in the sport. 


Hulk Hogan is stunned by the sight of Adrian Adonis in a dress. Despite such antics, reader 


John Corcoran respected the late Adonis as a fine wrestler. 


June 1986 at the Byrne Meadowlands 

Arena. I’m sure I am not alone when I 
say I will miss Adrian Adonis. 

JOHN CORCORAN 

Morristown, NJ 


LOVE IS BLIND 

I’m writing because I hate how fick- 
le most fans are and how easily they 
jump on bandwagons. For example, 
look at “Macho Man’ Randy Savage. 
Gorilla Monsoon used to put down 
Savage. Now he doesn’t, as if ‘‘Macho 
Man’s”’ belt washes away all of Goril- 
la’s bitter memories. Just because a 
wrestler goes “good” or “bad” 
shouldn’t matter. I liked ‘Macho 
Man’’ when he first came to the WWF 
and J still like him now. 

Also, just because Barry Windham 
became a member of the elite group 
known as The Four Horsemen doesn’t 
mean that I’m going to favorably re- 
evaluate my opinion of him. 

A real fan of a wrestler won’t 
change because a wrestler turns 
*‘go0d”’ or ‘‘bad.” 

MISSY BOLAND 
Rochester, NY 


WARRIOR WRATH 
I would like to direct a few words to 
all those people who doubted the abili- 


The Barbarian whips Road Warrior Hawk across the ring. In reader Robert Masterson’s 


and Animal would end their careers on 
the scaffold. They knew they had to 
leave. 

So many people openly criticized 
The Road Warriors and said that they 
had met their match in The Powers of 
Pain. Well, as the Warriors always 
say, ‘“We’re the guys who say what 
we’re gonna do—and then we do it.” 
The Warriors have proven their ability, 
and all of their critics had better take 
notice. This includes Tully Blanchard 
and Arn Anderson, who are sure to be 
the next targets of the Warrior wrath. 

ROBERT MASTERSON 
Olympia, WA 


NWA IS “DOOMED” 

During several recent NWA tele- 
casts, I have become convinced that 
their announcers are as bad as the ones 
in the WWF when it comes to lying. 

Lately, the NWA has been talking 


opinion, the Warriors ran The Powers of Pain out of the NWA. 


ty of The Road Warriors. What do 
you have to say now? The Warriors 
have undeniably proven that they have 
not lost their killer instinct by running 
The Powers of Pain out of the NWA. 

The Barbarian and The Warlord 
knew that they had been beaten by 
The Legion of Doom and that Hawk 


about the ‘Tower of Doom” match 
and acting as if this is an original con- 
cept. The worst part is when Jim Ross 
claims Kevin Sullivan got the idea for 
the match at a Tibetan monastery or 
some such place. Nonsense! The only 
place Sullivan ‘‘discovered” the match 

(Continued on page 42) 
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Tal TER 


ALLAS, TX: Gen. Skandor Akbar 

has enlisted Buddy Roberts and 
Iceman Parsons to join Kamala and 
Black Bart in his “army,” solidifying 
his claim of being the most powerful 
force in World Class. 

“This is indeed a great moment 
for Texas,” boasted Akbar, long one 
of the most infamous managers in 
the sport. “I've got the best man 
from The Fabulous Freebirds, I’ve 
got two former World Class champi- 
ons, and l’ve got the most feared 
savage ever to emerge from the 
depths of the jungle. I'll teach those 
Von Erichs and Michael Hayes never 
to trifle with the General.” 

Akbar was incensed at Hayes and 
Kerry Von Erich following a chal- 
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ANDREW RAY 
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MYRON ROTH 
Miami, FL 
CARL SALINGER 
Richmond, VA 
BARRY SIMON 
Tampa, FL 
RANDY SWIFT 
Memphis, TN 
JUAN TORRES 
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JAMES WASHINGTON 
Houston, TX 


JOHN WEST 
Baltimore, MD 


GEOFFREY YORK 
Toronto, Ontario 


CHARLES F. AMBERSON 
St. Paul MN 


HENRY BAIRD 
Allentown, PA 
ANDRE CAMUS 
Montreal, Quebec 
LARRY COHEN 
Chicago, IL 
CEDERIC COLERIDGE 
Sydney, Australia 
ALISON COREY 
New York, NY 
BUDDY FORD 
St. Louis, MO 
B.W. FOREMAN 
Atlanta, GA 


BUTCH GALLAGHER 
San Francisco, CA 


lenge he made to the fan favorites 
recently in Ft. Worth, Texas. Akbar 
interrupted an interview segment 
with Hayes and Von Erich, only to 
end up battered on the mat follow- 
ing some insulting comments. Sur- 
prisingly, Roberts and Parsons ‘came 
to his aid. 

“Wherever the great Akbar goes, 
you'll see me and Buddy from now 
on,” said Parsons. “We realized we 
needed more help in battling those 
Von Erich wimps and that rooty-poot 
Hayes. When we're done, we'll con- 
tro] Texas again.” 

“Those bozos are full of camel 
droppings,” said Hayes, who is still 
embroiled in a vicious feud with 
Roberts and Parsons. “I don’t know 
why Buddy and Iceman would want 
to have anything to do with a buf- 
foon like Akbar. All it means is that 
now we got another guy stickin’ his 
nose in where it don’t belong.” 

Tensions between Akbar and the 
Von Erichs escalated when Kerry met 
Kamala in a wild match during the 
July 4 spectacular at The Sportator- 
ium in Dallas. 

“Kamala has no business in this 
sport,” said an angry Von Erich after 
the bout. “He doesn’t even know 
where he is half the time. This was 
just the kind of match that Akbar 
likes. All that animal tried to do was 
rip me apart, but I’m more than man 
enough to meet the challenge.” 

In other World Class news, Kevin 
Von Erich has been named the new 

(Continued on page 62) 
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TrTOPW RESTLE 


Do you have a question you want 
answered by 10 of wrestling’s top 
stars? Each month, Sports Review 
Wrestling will publish a fan’s 
“Question of the Month,’ which 
will be answered by the sport’s top 
superstars. If you have a question 
you would like to see answered, 
send it to: 

ASK THE STARS 
Sports Review Wrestling 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


THE 
“QUESTION 
OF THE 
MONTH” IS: 


“What is the most 
effective move ever 
used against you, 
and whose was it?” 


Submitted by: 
Steve Binhak 
Flathead Lake, MN 


STING 

“I'd have to say it was Flair’s figure-four 
leglock. When he got it on me at the 
Clash of the Champions, | thought | was 
finished. It was only through intense con- 
centration and effort that | was able to 
reverse it on him. And it was only when | 
was able to get the scorpion leglock on 
him that | began to take charge. But the 
figure-four? That's a heck of a hold.” 


ee 


BUDDY ROBERTS 
“The Von Erichs use that clawhold and 
it’s pretty powerful. It makes your whole 
head feel like a calf ready for the brand- 
ing iron. It crushes your temples against 
important skull blood vessels. You 
wouldn’t believe that a simple hand grasp 
could make you bleed, but a few minutes 
under that Von Erich claw and you'll 
bleed, brother, believe me.” 


YOUR QUESTION 


JEFF JARRETT 
“Without a doubt it was when Robert 
Fuller used a baseball bat against me 
during my match with Keith Eric. | was 
wrestling when Fuller and his punks start 
beating me up, breaking my arm. As far 
as legal moves go, I’d have to say Max 
Pain’s elbowsmash is the most potent 
thing I've experienced. We're friends 
now, but there were times | thought my 
chest would cave in from the force!” 


CURT HENNIG 
“!'d have to say it’s the Greg Gagne 
sleeperhold, although | should probably 
say the Greg Gagne chokehold. He’s put 
that thing on me, and let me tell you, it 
cuts off your ability to breathe. That’s not 
a sleeperhold, as | know it. A sleeperhold 
is supposed to delicately hinder the flow 
of oxygen to the brain, causing temporary 
unconsciousness, not choke a man to 
death!” 


RS'ANSWER 
OTHE MONTH 


EDDIE GILBERT 
“Well, whenever |’ve wrestled that wimp 
Lawler, I’ve come to expect anything. 
He'll throw fire, he'll dress up as a wom- 
an, he'll use a foreign object. You never 
know with him. But his most powerful 
move, of course, is his fistdrop, although 
it rarely works against a seasoned profes- 
sional like myself. | know how to defend 
myself against it.” 


RIC FLAIR 
“Let me tell you, brother, whether you 
like it, or whether you don’t like it, I’m the 
champion. And being the champion 
means that no one, not Sting, nor Dusty, 
nor Lex Luger, has ever put me in a 
move or hold that | could not reverse. 
Sure, a lot of people thought | was 
through when Sting had me in the scorpi- 
on leglock, but I’m still the champion!” 


TOM PRICHARD 

“The worst move ever must have been 
when that lowlife scum Tony Anthony 
handcuffed me, put a rope around my 
neck, and dragged me across an entire 
arena. Then he tied me up against the 
ringpost and pulled the rope tight. That 
was the only time I’ve ever been scared 
in my entire career, and it happened out- 
side the ring! | paid him back in the ring 
though!” 


JOHN TATUM 

“There is only one move | know of that is 
so powerful that it has the potential to be 
deadly. I’m talking about the top-rope 
splash of that fat pig Solomon Grundy. 
I've actually heard that guys have had 
their ribs broken after one of those. Good 
thing he’s inexperienced and he tele- 
graphs the move so clearly. He tried it on 
me and missed big time!” 


MAX PAIN 

“It wasn’t until that Phil Hickerson bum 
pulled out a steel chain and began chok- 
ing me with it that | realized that here 
was a ‘move’ that | couldn’t beat. When- 
ever some prelim bum tries to beat me 
with that chain crap, | understand what 
frustration is. | don’t think there’s any one 
move that can beat me, so that’s why 
they use a chain.” 


DICK SLATER 

“The only opponent I’ve ever feared has 
been Bruiser Brody. The man doesn’t 
really have any one move that | fear, but 
it’s sort of a combination of his intensity, 
his strength, and his brutality. He’s got a 
great piledriver, that’s true, but he’s at his 
best when he throws you out of the ring 
and uses the tables, chairs, and even the 
timekeeper’s bell against you.” 
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better than the fans. 


Because of this, we’re now 


No one knows wrestling 


giving these experts a forum for their views 


month, we'll ask a controversial question 


, and opinions. Each 
and have the fans 


answer—no matter what those answers might be! 


THE QUESTION: 
‘Do you think the AWA World title 
will increase in prestige due to Jerry 


Lawler’s interfederation title 
defenses?”’ 

THE ANSWERS: 

Michael Kaufman, Memphis, TN: 


“Absolutely. By going around the 
globe and across federation bound- 
aries, Jerry Lawler is instilling a new 
sense of pride in the AWA World belt. 
I never understood why, in the past, 
one federation’s champ would never 
challenge another champ. What 
Lawler’s doing is redefining what a 
champion is.”’ 


Corey Greenwald, Wichita, KS: “What 
the hell do I care about that wimp 
Lawler? The only reason he’s running 
from the AWA is that he’s scared to 
defend against Curt Hennig, the man 
who has repeatedly punished him. I 
don’t know why everyone thinks this 
‘King’ is some kind of hero when he 
patently refuses to defend his title 
against his federation’s top challengers. 
Why get bogged down in a feud with 
Kerry Von Erich, a man who couldn’t 
wipe the sweat off Hennig’s boots? 
Merely beating Von Erich—something 
that even Lawler should have no diffi- 
culty doing—does nothing to increase 
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AWA World champion Jerry Lawler challenges World Class champ Kerry Von Erich to a title 
vs. title match in the presence of World Class official Frank Dusek. For the first time in 
years, a world title is being defended in other areas on a regular basis. 


the champion’s prestige, it only weak- 
ens him in the eyes of any real fans!” 


Jeanne Carey, Milford, NJ: “Not at 
all. By immediately abandoning the 
AWA, Lawler is, in effect, saying that 
there is not enough competition for 
him to take on right there in his back- 


yard. How does an admission of this 
type increase the prestige of a belt? In 
addition, no one will be gunning for 
Lawler if they think that its champion 
has such a low regard for the federa- 
tions’ talent. He should have stayed in 
the AWA, already a step away from 

(Continued on page 48) 
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 


WF WORLD CHAMPION 
Bruno Sammartino — suc- 
cessfully defended his title against 
Rocky Mountain champion Rocky § 
Fitzpatrick at Madison Square 
Garden. Fitzpatrick submitted to 
the backbreaker after 8:37 of ac- 
tion ... Bobo Brazil’s violent feud 
with Gorilla Monsoon continued 
as they were both disqualified in 
the semifinal to Sammartino’s title 
defense ... Former NWA tag 
team title contenders Tony Borne 
and Lonnie Mayne exploded into 
a bloody feud in the Pacific North- 
west ... An international tourna- 
ment in Cologne, West Germany, 
featured such stars as The Zebra 
Kid, Frank Valois, Dave Morgan, 
and Billy Robinson, who won the 
event ... Man Mountain Mike 
was the winner of an 11-man bat- 
tle royal in Kansas City ... AWA 
World champion Verne Gagne 
kept his title on a disqualification 
while losing to The Avenger ... 
Victor Rivera was honored as the 
WWF Rookie of the Year, topping 
Spiros Arion and -Bull Ramos. 
Wrestling insiders were touting 
the acrobatic Rivera as a future 
superstar ... NWA World champi- 
on Gene Kiniski battled Fritz Von 
Erich in a series of brutal non-title 
Texas death matches in Dallas 
... NWA RATINGS: 1—Gene Ki- 
niski; 2—Fritz Von Erich; 3—Ed- 
die Graham; 4—The Sheik; 5— 
Johnny Valentine; 6—John Paul 
Hennig; 7—Ernie Ladd; 8—Bob 
Ellis; 9—Pat O’Connor; 10—Bob 
Geigel. AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
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a? — 
fenses against Rocky Mountain 
champion Rocky Fitzpatrick, who was no match for “The Living Legend.” 

Gagne; 2—Bruiser; 3—Crusher; J 10—Bull Ramos. TAG TEAMS: 
4—Harley Race; 5—Blackjack § 1—Bruiser & Crusher; 2—Pepper 
Lanza; 6—Bill Watts; 7—Mighty | Gomez & Pedro Morales; 3— 
Igor, 8—Mad Dog Vachon; 9— § George Becker & Johnny Weaver; 
Reg Parks; 10—Doug Gilbert. § 4—Kenji Shibuya & Haru Sasaki: 
WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno Sam-§5—The Medics; 6—The Assas- 
martino; 2—Gorilla Monsoon; 3—j sins; 7—Ole & Gene Anderson; 
Toru Tanaka; 4—George Steele;§ 8—Miguel Perez & Pete Sanchez; 
5—Edouard Carpentier; 6—Spirosj 9—George & Sandy Scott; 10— 
Arion; 7—Hans Mortier; 8—IMi-§ Butcher & Paul Vachon. 

guel Perez; 9—Victor Rivera; (Continued on page 56) 


Victor Rivera dropkicks Prof. Toru Tanaka. In 1968, Rivera was chosen WWF Rookie of the 
Year over Spiros Arion and Bull Ramos. 
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drama, tragedy, and tri- * man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike's hospital- 
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@ Highlights of David Von Exich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
Race. 

© The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Erich captured the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 

. © Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 


* Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 


® Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 


ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 


ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, 
David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—in © 
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© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package 1 am ordering. 


SS ee | AD 


For all orders except U.S, and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 


RESTLER OF THE MONTH 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 


HE ROAD WARRIORS ran The Powers of Pain 

out of the NWA, It’s that simple. The Warlord and 
The Barbarian are now wrestling in the WWF because 
Hawk and Animal were just too tough for them. 

Chalk up another one for The Legion of Doom. 

The Warriors-Powers feud dates back to late 1987, 
when Paul Jones, the Powers’ manager, began boasting 
that his men were the strongest twosome in wrestling. 
Jones knew that he had the perfect ploy: The Warriors’ 
egos wouldn’t let them pdss up the challenge. He knew 
the Warriors, intent on proving their physical superiority, 
would be placed off-guard psychologically, leaving them- 
selves prey to any underhanded trick. 

The time for tricks came in January, during a weight- 
lifting competition set up by Jones. No sooner had Ani- 
mal taken his place on the weight bench than the Powers, 
Jones, and Ivan Koloff commenced the attack. Animal 
suffered a severe eye injury that forced him to wear a 
mask for several weeks. 

Though he had proved nothing but his own’ cowardice, 
Jones was jubilant. Paul Ellering, on the other hand, was 
left to plot a strategy of revenge. 

In the months leading up to The Great American Bash, 
the four behemoths clashed repeatedly in everything from 
traditional tag team bouts to ultra-violent ladder matches. 
The results of the feud itself, however, were inconclusive. 
Both sides were claiming victory, when in fact no clear 
victory had been won. ' 

When it came time for the Bashes, NWA promoters 
signed a series of scaffold matches between the teams. It 
seemed to be the only way to settle the war. 

Then something strange happened. Warlord and Bar- 
barian lost their nerve. They confided to NWA insiders 
that they were afraid to climb 20 feet in the air for fear of 
falling and being seriously injured—perhaps even killed. 
Without even telling Jones (who learned the news through 
a prematch telegram), Warlord and Barbarian left town 
hours before a scheduled match. Days later, they turned 
up in the WWF as compatriots of Strike Force. 

By now, everyone believes that the Powers left the NWA 
solely because they were afraid of heights. But it is agreed 
by many NWA observers and competitors that they were, in 
fact, more afraid of the Warriors themselves. Warlord and 
Barbarian may have a slight edge in size and strength, but 
nobody—nobody!—can match Hawk and Animal’s intensi- 
ty. And that’s what the Powers were really afraid of. Jones 
may have taught them how to fight mean, but he couldn’t 
teach them how to be mean. 

“The Powers may think they’re tough,’’ Hawk said, ‘‘but 
me and Animal have given tough a new meaning. They 
know they’re not stronger than us, they’re not any tougher 
than us. That’s why they’re gone. The stinkin’ wimps!” 
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“J always knew the Powers didn’t have it in ’em,” 
Animal said. “They don’t want any more of us. Let them 
go after those other bums.” 

Those ‘‘bums’’ to which Animal refers are Demolition, 
the WWF World tag team champions who already have 
lost several non-title matches to Warlord and Barbarian, 
They were able to get matches with the champions so 
easily because of their association with Strike Force. 
When Rick Martel was injured by Demolition, Tito San- 
tana turned to Warlord and Barbarian for help. No one 
knew whether Strike Force had anything to do with the 
Powers’ leaving the NWA, but even more odd is the fact 
that Warlord and Barbarian would ally themselves with a 
fan favorite team like Martel and Santana. But that 
doesn’t concern Animal, 

“If they beat Demolition so many times, what does 
that say about Demolition?’”’ Animal asked. ‘‘It means 
they’re not the great team a lot of people thought they 
were. You’ve even got them rated ahead of us in your 
damn magazine. I think you owe us an apology, and a 
new rating.” 

Well, Animal will not get an apology, but if he checks 
this month’s ratings, he will see some changes. 

The Road Warriors have, in fact, been at or near the 
top of the tag team ratihgs since their debut five years 
ago. They have taken on the best and beaten them all. 
None of their opponents, though, were more formidable 
than Warlord and Barbarian. Driving them out of the 
NWA is certainly worthy of this issue’s Wrestler of the 
Month honors. 

And in light of that honor, Hawk deserves special 
mention for his actions following the Tower of Doom 
match at the July 10 Great American Bash in Baltimore. 
When Precious was trapped in the bottom cage with 
Kevin Sullivan, Hawk volunteered to help Jim Garvin 
rescue her. Together, they climbed the ladder to the top 
of the third cage, went down through the top, and man- 
aged a successful rescue. While Garvin ushered Precious 
to safety? Hawk demolished Sullivan. 

“That was easy,’’ Hawk shrugged. “Jimmy needed 
help and [I gave it to him. I hate that dweeb Sullivan! It 
was a pleasure to try and rip his head off. I’d like to get 
a match against those Varsity Club geeks of his.”’ 

And yet another accomplishment for the Warriors this 
month: On July 9 in Chicago, Hawk, Animal, and Dusty 
Rhodes regained the NWA six-man tag team belts by 
defeating Ric Flair, Arm Anderson, and Tully Blanchard 
for the vacant title. 

Elimination of a duo of bitter enemies, an honorable 
rescue of a woman in horrible distress, and the recaptur- 
ing of a championship. Not a bad month for the 
Warriors! Oo 


OCTOBER 1988 


The Road Warriors have suc- 
ceeded in running Warlord and 
Barbarian out of the NWA, and 
have regained their six-man tag 
team belts with Dusty Rhodes. 
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POINT/COUNTI 


POINT 
Officials were right to stop the Lex 
Luger-Ric Flair title match at the 
July 10 Great American Bash. 


Sting and Steve Williams hold back an incensed Lex Luger, 
whose NWA World title victory over Ric Flair turned to defeat 
when the Maryland State Athletic Commission stopped the bout 
because of a cut on Luger’s head. Senior Editor Bill Apter agreed 
with the Commission’s decision. 
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By Bill Apter 


ROFESSIONAL WRESTLING IS a dangerous 

sport. | don’t think anybody will deny that, 
especially the men who put their bodies on the 
line every time they step into the ring. Of course, 
there’s an implied risk that these great athletes 
accept, but that risk doesn’t include death or per- 
manent injury. 

When people talk about how violent wrestling is, 
I’m proud to respond that, unlike boxing, which 
sees at least one or two ring deaths a year, it’s 
extremely rare that a wrestler dies in the ring. 
You'll often see wrestlers bleeding during match- 
es, but there are doctors at ringside making sure 
that these injuries aren’t life threatening. 

| bring this up because of the controversy that 
arose during the Lex Luger-Ric Flair NWA World 
title match at the Great American Bash on July 10 
in Baltimore. With 22 minutes gone in the match, 
J.J. Dillon grabbed a dazed Luger outside the ring 
and slammed his head into the ringpost. 

Luger began bleeding, but returned to the ring 
and somehow summoned up the energy to put 
Flair into a punishing backbreaker. Flair appeared 
to be on the verge of submitting (although | don’t 
think he would have) when referee Tommy Young 
called for the bell. Most people in the arena 
thought Flair had submitted, but an official from 
the Maryland State Athletic Commission had or- 
dered Young to stop the bout because of Luger’s 
cut. 

Naturally, the crowd booed and Luger argued 
with the referee. But the rules of the Maryland 
State Athletic Commission are clear: a bout must 
be stopped immediately at the first sign of blood. 
This rule exists to protect the wrestlers, who in 
most cases would continue wrestling no matter 
what their condition. And if you ask me, Lex 
should have walked over to attending physican 
James Corkum, shook his hand, and said, ‘Thank 
you, Mr. Corkum. Thank you for caring about me.” 

There will be other chances for Luger. He’s 
young, talented, and extremely determined. But 
most important, he’s alive and healthy. 


. 
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There are two sides to every story, and nowhere @ true the 
, fessional wrestling. Each month, two of 
nalists will debate an important issue concer 
exchange of ideas, leaving the final decis 


COUNTERPOINT 


Officials should not have stopped 
the Lex Luger-Ric Flair title match at 
the July 10 Great American Bash. 


Luger has Flair up in a backbreaker while, in the background, the 
commissioner is telling referee Tommy Young to stop the match. 
This ruling was ridiculous, writes Associate Editor Dave Rosen- 
baum, because wrestlers who have bled a lot more than Luger 
did have been allowed to continue in their matches. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 
OR MORE THAN 22 minutes on July 10 in 
Baltimore, Lex Luger fought the match of his 
life. All of the criticisms of “The Total Package”— 
that he didn’t have the experience, the ability, or 
the stamina to achieve greatness—were being 
proven wrong in front of a sellout crowd at the 
Baltimore Arena and a_ national pay-per-view 
audience. 

Although blood was trickling down Luger’s fore- 
head, he had Ric Flair in a punishing backbreaker. 
The champion, already worn down by the angry, 
determined Luger, was virtually helpless. Luger 


was hurt, but strong. He was on the verge of 


winning the NWA World championship. But sud- 
denly, the bell rang and two officials from the 
Maryland State Athletic Commission took away 
Luger’s chance for glory. 

| don’t believe that Flair would have ever submit- 
ted to the backbreaker, even if it meant lying in 
traction in a hospital for several months. And | 
don’t believe that Luger would have eventually 
pinned Flair. He had several chances earlier in the 
match, but lacked the skill to put away a great 
wrestler like Flair. Luger will never pin Ric Flair. 
But he deserved the chance. 

Sure, Luger was hurt, but only because J.J. 
Dillon illegally slammed his head into the ringpost. 
The match should have been stopped right there 
and Flair should have been disqualified (and, if the 
rules of wrestling made any sense, Luger should 
have been given the belt). But even after getting 
hurt, Luger rallied to nearly put away Flair. 

He looked fine to the 15,000 fans in Baltimore 
Arena. He looked fine to me. He looked no worse 
than thousands of other wrestlers who have bled 
in the ring. Has attending physican James Corkum 
ever seen Dusty Rhodes or Abdullah the Butcher 
bleed during a match? By comparison, Luger had 
a tiny cut. 

Television announcer Jim Ross explained that 
the Maryland State Athletic Commission has very 
strict rules, but this was ridiculous. Wrestling is a 
sport for men who can withstand pain and punish- 
ment. Luger’s health was in no danger when the 
match was stopped. That it was stopped is nothing 
less than a ripoff. O 
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TERRY TAYLOR 


HERE IS TERRY Taylor to- 

day? He’s in the NWA. No, 
he’s in Memphis—but that was only 
for a few weeks, He’s the World Class 
Texas champion. No, he’s not .. 
now he’s in the WWF! 

Taylor may be one of the most trav- 
eled wrestlers currently competing, but 
he’s certainly no journeyman, Eyery- 
where he has gone, this 671”, 225- 
pounder has somehow managed to 
garner more than his fair share of ti- 
tles, but that doesn’t mean the fans 
appreciate his efforts. Early in his ca- 
reer, Taylor utilized his speed and sci- 
entific abilities to win matches, but 
during the last year the attitude of this 
handsome young competitor has un- 
dergone a drastic change. Once loved 
by the majority of the fans, Taylor has 
become a ruthless battler who aims to 
emerge victorious at any cost. 

It wasn’t all that long ago that Tay- 
lor decided to turn his back on his 
supporters. His change stemmed from 
his incredibly violent battles with Chris 
Adams, his former UWF tag team 
championship partner during the spring 
of 1987, Adams accused Taylor of 
kicking his foot off the bottom rope 
during a title match, causing the team 
to lose the tag team belts. Taylor chal- 
lenged Adams to a straight scientific 
match, but ended up piledriving Ad- 
ams on the concrete floor outside the 
ring. A war had begun, and fans ral- 
lied behind Adams in his efforts 
against Taylor, a man they supported 
for years. Taylor responded by trying 
to drive Adams from the sport forever. 


20 


Terry Taylor, who has won championships in the UWF and World Class areas, will now try 
his luck in the WWF. He says he is willing to hurt a few people to get a shot at Randy 
Savage’s WWF World title. 


Taylor and Adams wreaked havoc 
for months throughout the UWF, but 
their war was just beginning. When 
Adams moved to World Class early 
this year, Taylor soon followed, vow- 
ing to run his foe from Texas. Taylor 
resorted to heinous new lows during 
the resumption of these battles, break- 
ing Adams’ left hand with a piledriver 
the first time he saw him in an arena. 


Later, Adams claimed that Taylor 
hired Mike George to break his nose 
with a vicious dropkick, Taylor vehe- 
mently denies the charge, but was hap- 
py to see Adams suffer—a typical ex- 
ample of his sadistic attitude. 
Assistant Editor Bob Smith caught 
up with the always-transient Taylor for 
an exclusive interview days before his 
scheduled debut in the WWF. 


Q: 


=) 


it 


Terry, ?’d need wings to keep up 
with you. In the last few weeks, 
you’ve been all over the country, 
but I was shocked to find out that 
you’d forfeited your Texas title to 
Kevin Von Erich at the big Sporta- 
torium card in Dallas on July 4. 
They said you had injured yourself 
in a match against Kevin the night 
before, but you seem okay to me. 
Why would you do a thing like 
that? 


: Everybody knows I couldn’t get a 


fair shake in Texas. Kevin Von 
Erich is a desperate man. He knew 
he never could beat me. I had no 
one to watch my back. Who needs 
World Class? Who needs the Texas 
title? I’ve got much bigger things in 
store for me. 


: You must really think you’ve got 


big things ahead to just abandon 
an important title like that. But 
that’s no surprise the way you’ve 
abandoned your fans over the 
course of the last couple of years. 


: I never said I wanted to be loved 


by the fans. I can’t go back and 
change what I’ve already done. 
I’ve lost titles by being cheated and 
I didn’t like it at all. That’s one 
reason I left the NWA. When 
[Nikita] Koloff defeated me for the 
TV title back at Starrcade ’87, I 
never once got a rematch. They 
stuck me way down at the bottom 
of the cards, wrestling preliminary 
bums. I didn’t feel like I should 
have had to work my way up the 
ladder again. I lost one lousy unifi- 
cation match after holding the belt 
for four months. That’s not what I 
wanted at all. 


: There are many in this business 


who think that you have absolutely 
no idea what you want anymore. 
‘A couple of weeks ago, you were 
battling Jerry Lawler for the AWA 
World title, and you came close to 
winning it. Now, out of nowhere, 
you say you’re going to the WWF. 
A lot of people think you’re really 
screwed up. 


: I think a lot of people have got 


their own lives screwed up. They 
can’t straighten their own lives out, 


| 4 ia 
Taylor stomps on Chris Adams (above), who is wearing a catcher’s mask because Mike 
George broke his nose—possibly at Taylor’s request. Taylor throws Shane Douglas toward 


the seats (below); he beat Douglas for the now-defunct UWF TV title. 
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so they have no business telling me 
how to run my life or my career. 
Whatever I do is my business. I’ve 
been wrestling for over eight years, 
and even though I’m not the big- 
gest guy in the world, I’ve been a 
champion for over half my profes- 
sional career, be it singles or tag 
teams. Most guys can’t say that. 
As far as the fans go, the ones that 
like me are gonna like me regard- 
less of what I do. The ones that 
don’t, well, I just don’t have any 
use for ’em. 


: It seems like you don’t have much 


need for the rulebook anymore, ei- 


ther. It’s clear to anybody that saw . 


you win the Texas title from Matt 
Borne back in February that you 
pulled his tights to get the pinfall. 


: Hey, when you’re in professional 
Y; Pp 


wrestling, it’s just like a war, okay? 
If I can get away with pulling the 
tights to win a title, ’'d be a fool 
not to-do it. Borne would be a 
fool not to do it, too. You mean 
to tell me that after all your years 


Taylor watches Adams drop to the mat. Once good friends, they have fought extensively in the UWF and 


: Of course, 


of watching Matt Borne wrestle 
you’ve never seen him throw a 
punch or pull tights? Come on! It’s 
better to give than to receive, and 
it’s much better to do it first. 


: But why just walk away from your 


Texas belt? 


: Well, I did everything there was to 


do in World Class. I beat both the 
Von Erichs. 


: What? I’ve never seen that! I get 


to see all the World Class tapes, 
and I’ve never even seen you come 
close to beating either one of them. 
it wasn’t televised! 
That’s because the promoters don’t 
want to see their darling boys get 
beaten. The WWF is the best orga- 
nization going right now. I’ve gone 
as far as I can go in World Class, 
so if I go to the WWF, I know I 
can do well. I’ve competed in all 
the other major groups, and now 
it’s time to move on. 


: Knowing you, you'll have your 


sights set on Randy Savage’s WWF 
World title. What do you think of 


the ‘Macho Man” as a champion? 


: I wrestled Savage about four years 


ago in Memphis. He was pretty 
good then, and to be honest with 
you, he beat me. But that was only 
because his father, Angelo Poffo, 
was at ringside distracting me and 
interfering, Now, I think that on 
any given night anybody can be 
beaten, and I think I definitely 
have what it takes to win that belt. 
I may not win in the most popular 
ways, but I always find a way to 
do it. That’s probably why a lot of 
people don’t like me. I don’t care. 
I can beat Savage. 


: How about The Honky Tonk 


Man’s Intercontinental title? A lot 
of people think he’s ripe for the 
picking right about now. 


: He’s been very good as far as 


hanging on to the belt, but his 
won-loss record isn’t very good be- 
cause of all the interference by his 
manager, Jimmy Hart. It’s almost 
a tag team belt, really. As far as 

(Continued on page 50) 


World Class. Taylor says he becomes overcome with hatred whenever Adams is around. 
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WRESTLING’S 


=HOT— 
YOUNG LIONS! 


UNLIKE 

many other sports, is a 
game without an off-season. 
The year-long grind of match af- 


RESTLING, 


ter match takes its toll; it’s 
wrestling’s way of weeding out 
those who aren’t up to the 
sport’s rigorous’ challenges. 
Those who survive the mat 
sport’s baptism of fire, who con- 
tinue to win matches and titles 
after their first few years as 
pros, are the ones who estab- 
lish themselves as hot pros- 
pects. The raw rookies who 
blossom into full-fledged wres- 
tling stars are the men who 
hold the future of wrestling in 
the palms of their hands. 

On the pages that follow are 


seven examples of such men. 
These are the competitors who 
have the veterans looking over 
their shoulders in fear. These 
are the warriors who are chang- 
ing the very complexion of the 
sport. These are the men who 
are wrestling’s new stock of 
champions. 

While superstars such as 
Harley Race, Bruno Sammar- 
tino, Nick Bockwinkel, and Rick 
Steamboat have retired during 
the past 18 months, promoters 
and matchmakers need not 
worry. The fans are already 
packing the arenas to see a 
new crop of accomplished 
young titans. 

The power of Lex Luger and 


The Ultimate Warrior. The wily 
tag team skills of Pat Tanaka 
and Paul Diamond. The scientif- 
i¢ maneuvers of Owen Hart and 
Jeff. Jarrett. The incredible 
wealth of talents of Bam Bam 
Bigelow and Sting. Sports Re- 
view Wrestling now presents 
this special section spotlighting 
the young men who have al- 
ready made their mark on the: 
mat world—and will make 
many, many more _ before 
they’re through. 

This is more than a look at 
today’s best new stars. It’s a 
comprehensive view of the men 
whose awesome talents and 
skills will bring wrestling into 
the 1990s—and beyond! 


The champions of the NWA, WWF, and AWA had best be 
prepared. There are incredibly talented new stars that are 
establishing themselves as worthy contenders for any title in the 
wrestling world. These are the wrestlers who will bring the sport 
to new heights of excitement in the years ahead! 
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LEX LUGER 


Lex Luger is one of those once-in-a-lifetime athletes, amanwho 
might well win a dozen major titles before he’s done. When he burst — 
upon the scene in 1986, his then-adviser Bob Roop proclaimed a 
“five-year plan” for Luger’s ascension to the top. But it’s a sure bet 
that “The Total Package” will have progressed a lot further than 
expected by 1991. Count on it! 


Luger whips Road Warrior Hawk across the 
ring (left). As a member of The Four Horse- 
men, Luger frequently teamed with Ric Flair 
to battle the Warriors. 


“The Total Package” bearhugs Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel (above), whom he beat for the South- 
em title in his rookie year. Luger gets Tully 
Blanchard up in a backbreaker (right). 


Luger avoids Blanchard’s grasp to make the 
tag to Barry Windham (left); together they 
won the NWA World tag team title, but now 
Barry’s a Horseman. Lex clamps a powerful 
chinlock on Dusty Rhodes (above), the man 
who beat him for the U.S. title. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Once Sting’s partner in The Blade Runners (he was then known as 
Rock), The Ultimate Warrior has a chiseled physique that is almost 
inhuman. He is powerful enough to overcome even the craftiest 
opponent. His maniacal desire to win should be enough to carry him 
to the top of the WWF, but a more thorough schooling in the science 
of the sport would make the Warrior truly the ultimate. 
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The three phases of Ultimate Warrior: Blade 
Runner Rock whips Ted DiBiase across the 
ring (left), Dingo Warrior armbars Kevin Von 
Erich (above), Ultimate presses Barry Horo- 
witz (right). 
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Warrior hammers Hercules against the tumbuckle at WrestleMania IV (left). He chokes Demoli- 
tion Ax with a chain during an anything-goes battle royal (above). 


OWEN HART 


The youngest of the talented Canadian Hart brothers, Owen may be 
the best of a bunch that also includes WWF standout Bret. Only in 
his third year as a pro, Owen dominates the competition of Stampede 
Wrestling and is already a big star in Japan. It won’t be long before 
wrestling fans everywhere are privileged to witness the sensational 
repertoire of this superbly talented youngster. 
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Owen leaps down on Makhan Singh from 
the top tumnbuckle (left) and executes a sun- 
set flip on him (above). Hart clotheslines 
Jason the Terrible (right). This formidable 
aerial attack is Hart’s primary route to 
victory. 


Hart dropkicks Singh (left) and suplexes Jason 
(above). There is a possibility that Owen will soon 
team with his brother Bret, though The Hart Foun- 
dation is still going strong. 


JEFF JARRETT 


The CWA in Memphis has been a breeding ground for many of the 
sport’s top stars. From that tradition springs Jeff Jarrett, a young man 
who confirms the truism that talent and desire may often overcome a 
Jack of size. The son of Memphis promoter Jerry Jarrett, Jeff grew up 
watching great wrestlers like Jerry Lawler, whom he hopes to emulate — 

by also winning a world title someday. So far, he’s on the right path. 


Jarrett grabs Curt Hennig in a side headlock (left) and covers him for the pin (above). When 
Hennig was AWA World champion, Jarrett posed a major threat to his title. 


Jarrett backflips Pat Tanaka (left), slams 
Jimmy Golden (above), is whipped across 
the ring by Doug Gilbert (top right), and 
dropkicks Gilbert (right). While he’s small- 
er than most of his opponents, Jarrett has 
a winning record, proof of his ability. 


STING 


Though he possesses all the tools for wrestling greatness, Sting did 
not begin to blossom fully until he dumped his manager Eddie Gilbert 
and embraced the rulebook and began hearing the cheers of the fans. 

This sensational, charismatic athlete has come extremely close to 

winning Ric Flair’s NWA World championship several times, and 

there will certainly be many more opportunities to come. A future 
world championship seems a virtual certainty for this amazing athlete. 


Sting goes airborme on Sam Houston (above), 
who was a frequent opponent during Sting’s 
rulebreaking days. “The Stinger” press-slams 
his former tag team partner Rick Steiner (be- 
low); together they won the UWF tag belts. 


Sting beckfips Mike Rotundo (left) and rolls 
Ric Flair into the scorpion leglock (above); 
Sting is a top contender to Flair’s NWA 
World title. “The Stinger” armbars his for- 
mer manager Eddie Gilbert (below). 


BAD COMPANY 


AWA World tag team champions Pat Tanaka and Paul Diamond— 
Bad Company—are good enough to rely on their skills, but bad 
enough to break the rules. They’re just as prone to sucker-punch a 
foe as they are to dazzle him with science. Winning the World 
belts within just a few weeks of entering the AWA has made 
Tanaka and Diamond confident to the point of being arrogant. 
Who can blame them? 
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Tanaka leaps off the 
top rope onto Billy Joe 
Travis (right), who’s 
unable to roll out of the 
way of the move. 
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Tanaka misses Travis with a karate kick and mistakenly hits his partner Diamond (above left). 
Diamond hiptosses Travis (below right). Tanaka chinlocks Travis (left) and controls Rick Morton 
on the mat (below left). Bad Company successfully fought off the challenge of The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express, which many feel elevated the status of their AWA World tag title reign. 


. BAM BAM BIGELOW 

How many 360-pound men can execute aerial maneuvers as skillfully 

as a 200-pounder? Bam Bam Bigelow can, and there aren’t too many 
others like him. Bigelow is a rarity: a behemoth who respects the 

most intricate elements of the sport’s science. His WWF World title 

quest may have been hampered when fellow fan favorite Randy 
Savage won the belt, but don’t give up on Bigelow yet; he’s a sure 
, future champion. 


Bigelow presses Virgil overhead (left) and 
fights off a Demolition double-team (be- 
low). Bigelow has the reputation of being 
an absolutely fearless competitor. 


Bigelow executes his finishing maneuver, the over-the-top-rope vault, on Iron Mike Sharpe (above left). 
Bam Bam armbars Tony Atlas (above center), and runs Ted DiBiase into the turnbuckle (above right). 


Tragedy In CANADA: 


N JULY 4, a tragic automobile 

accident in Lewisporte, New- 
‘foundland, claimed the lives of pro 
wrestlers Adrian Adonis, Pat Kelly, 
and “Wildman” David McKigney. 
The accident was caused when Kel- 
ly drove his mini-van onto the 


shoulder to avoid a moose, accord- 
ing to the only survivor of the 
crash. 

Mike Kelly, who suffered a frac- 
tured leg, told the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police that the four wres- 
tlers were headed westbound to 


Lewisporte on the Trans Canada 
highway at 9:30 p.m. when a 
moose came up onto the road. 
“It's common that moose come 
onto the roads in this area,” said 
RCMP Sgt. MacKinnon, who. de- 
scribed the area where the accident 
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ough guy (opposite inset), Adrian Adonis had changed his image 


drastically in recent years (opposite page). In 1986, he hosted the ‘Flower Shop” (above). 


occurred as a flat stretch of road 
and the driving conditions as “ide- 
al.” Because Newfoundland is on 
double daylight savings time (clocks 
are set forward two hours each 
spring rather than one hour), it was 
still light out when the accident 
occurred. 

The van, which was driven by 
Mike’s brother Pat Kelly, crossed 
the eastbound lane and drove along 
the shoulder for 300 to 400 feet. 
Pat tried to get back onto the road, 
but another car was approaching 
eastbound. The van missed a bridge 
that crossed a 10-foot wide brook, 
struck a rock, and threw the three 
passengers out the front of the van. 

“They were thrown from the ve- 
hicle, but no great distance,” said 


MacKinnon. “McKigney = went 
through the windshield and was 
dead at the scene. Mr. Adonis was 


sitting in the back seat and he was - 


flung over them and out through 
the front of the vehicle. When we 
got there, Mr. Adonis’ body was 
about three feet from the vehicle 
and about a foot in the brook. He 
was alive, but he was in bad shape. 
We took him to the hospital about 
24 miles away, but they couldn't 
help him.” 

Adonis, who suffered a broken 
back and fractured skull, died three 
hours after the accident occurred. 
Pat Kelly was found dead and 
hanging out of the van. Mike Kelly 
was still in St. John’s hospital at 
press time and reported in good 


condition. The Kelly twins are best 
known in Canada for an Oh Henry! 
candy bar commercial they did last 
year with wrestler Jos LeDuc. 

According to MacKinnon, Pat 
Kelly was driving with a blood-alco- 
hol level of .06 percent; Canada’s 
legal limit (to determine drunk driv- 
ing violations) is .08 percent (the 
legal limit in the United States is .1 
percent). “It was determined by the 
blood alcohol test that alcohol was 
not a factor,” said MacKinnon. At 
press time, police were awaiting the 
results of drug tests on Kelly. None 
of the passengers were wearing 
seat belts. There is a seat belt law 
in Canada. 

‘The four wrestlers were on their 
way to a  Canadian-American 
Fourth of July celebration in 
Lewisporte, a small village located 
24 miles from Gander. They were 
scheduled to wrestle the following 
evening in Lewisporte on a Big 
Bear Sports Promotions card. 

Adonis, 34, was born in New 
York City. Although he was always 
considered a fine wrestler, he didn’t 
get his big break until he came to 
the AWA in 1980 and formed the 
East-West Connection with Jesse 
Ventura. Ventura and Adonis were 
awarded the AWA World tag team 
belts by default on July 20, 1980, 
and held them until June 14, 1981, 
when they lost to Greg Gagne and 
Jim Brunzell. 

Adonis is probably best known 
for his work in the WWF, where he 
and Dick Murdoch were World tag 
team champions from April 1984 
through January 1985. Adonis, 
however, had always had problems 
controlling his weight. In 1986, his 
weight having ballooned to 312 
pounds, this streetwise tough guy 
bleached his hair, started wearing 
pink ribbons and dresses, and took 
on a gay image. His “Flower Shop” 
segment was a regular feature on 
the WWF's TV shows. Adonis came 
to the AWA last year and left in 
early 1988. 

He is survived by his wife, Bea, 
and two daughters. O 


ARE THE 


MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
TOO SMALL FOR 
THE WWF? 


a 
Aon 


In a federation 
where bigger 
usually means 
better, will the 
relatively tiny 
Midnight Rockers 
be crushed 
before they hit 
their stride? Or 
will their drive 
and 
determination be 
enough to 
overcome the 
size and power of 
bruisers like 
Demolition and 
The Powers of 
Pain? 


MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
MARTY JANNETTY: 5’10”, 230 POUNDS 
SHAWN MICHAELS: 6’0”, 220 POUNDS 


HE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS are 

not small. If you bumped into 
Marty Jannetty at a bar, you would 
certainly apologize and hope he 
wouldn’t separate your nose from 
its resting place. He wouldn’t; he’s 
a nice guy. 

In the WWF, however, where 
there is a premium placed on size 
and muscle, the Rockers are not 
big. When compared with Demoli- 
tion (the current WWF tag team 
champions) and The Powers of 
Pain (Demolition’s leading contend- 
ers), Shawn Michaels and Marty 
Jannetty simply don’t measure up. 
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Outsized by as much as seven 
inches in height and 140 pounds 
of muscle (compare the stats for 
Michaels and Warlord), the Rock- 
ers, whose well-chronicled travels 
have taken them around the world, 
may have found themselves in a 
place that’s way over their heads. 

“| don’t know who these kids 
think they’re kidding,’’ says Editor- 
in-Chief Stu Saks. ‘‘A team the 
size of the Rockers can succeed in 
the other federations, but not in the 
WWF. In the NWA you have The 
Fantastics, The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press, The Midnight Express, Tully 


DEMOLITION 
SMASH: 61”, 282 POUNDS 
AX: 62”, 303 POUNDS 


Blanchard and Arn Anderson—all 
of them in the six-foot, 235-pound 
range. The Rockers would flourish 
there. Their speed and finesse 
would be emphasized. But the 
WWF is a power federation. It’s a 
whole different ballgame.’’ 

The Rockers are not discouraged. 
Every battle, especially the battle to 
gain respect, has been difficult for 
Jannetty and Michaels. Wrestling 
now in the WWF, surrounded again 
by doubt and controversy, the team 
feels right at home. They have 
pointed to this day since they 

(Continued on page 52) 


POWERS OF PAIN 


BARBARIAN: 6’5”’. 295 POUNDS 
WARLORD: 6’5’’, 360 POUNDS 
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HE IS THE hottest property in 
professional wrestling. After train- 
ing for three relentless weeks with 
him (which ultimately led to their 
1988 Crockett Cup victory), Lex 
Iuger was overheard to say, 
“Kryptonite is the only thing that 


4) can slow this boy down.” NWA 


World champion Ric Flair has 
hailed him as the “inevitable suc- 
cessor to my throne.” 

Yet Sting intends to exceed the 


promise of his press clippings. “I 


want to be remembered as some- 


one who lived up to his potential,” 
he says modestly. “T think I can go 
a long way in this sport.” 


If Sting is accused of having a 


_ good attitude, it is not without rea- 


son. Most young athletes suddenly 
encumbered with huge amounts 
of money and fame become 
spoiled, imitating prima donnas. 
They refuse interviews and avoid 
fans, suddenly forgetting who 
made them nich and successful in 
the first place. Sting can be found 
signing autographs hours after his 
match ends. And it was Sting who 


- contacted Sports Review Wres- 


tling Senior Editor Bill Apter with 


the idea for this story. 


“Sting told me he felt bad that 
he didn’t have the time to answer 
all of his fan mail,” Apter said. “He 
wanted to address this problem 
and asked if we could help.” 

Sting forwarded his fan mail 
(now armiving at a rate of about 


_ 1,200 letters a week) and Sports 
| Review Wrestling’s crack secre- 


tarial team underwent the arduous 


| task of calculating the 10 most 
| popular questions. Sting spent 
| more than four hours hunched 
| over a word processor to answer 


them. “If every wrestler was like 


_ Sting, our job would be a piece of 


cake,” commented Apter. 
We are honored to print Sting’s 
replies to your questions. 


STING ANSWERS 
YOUR 
10 MOST 


I 
Why did you decide to become a 
wrestler? 

I never decided to become a 
wrestler—it was decided for me. 
I've always been a very aggres- 
sive, physical person. Growing up 
in Venice Beach, California, I 
spent a lot of time in “passive” 
sports like swimming and surfing. 


Whose idea was it for you to 
wear makeup? 

It was mine. Matches are won on 
strength, ring knowledge, tech- 
nique, and psychology. Physically, 
I feel I'm the equal of any man in 
the sport. My knowledge of the 
sport increases every day. I feel 
the makeup gives me the edge 


man to his right is none other than The Ultimate Warrior! 


In school I played every sport I 
could: football, basketball, wres- 
tling, track; I even tried tennis one 
semester. Though I enjoyed colle- 
giate-style wrestling most of all, it 
still didn’t permit the creativity I 
associated with other sports. I 
played basketball in junior college 
and I missed the freedom of 
movement you experienced on 
the court. I had begun lifting 
weights seriously, hoping to quali- 
fy for the Mr. U.S.A. bodybuilding 
competition, when Rick Bassman 
[founder of Powerteam U.S.A.] saw 
me training at Gold’s Gym. He 
sold me on professional wrestling. 
He said it was the one sport that 
would utilize all my athletic ability. 
And he was right. This is the 
toughest sport in the world. 


psychologically. Opponents make 
a big deal about it; it distracts 
them. The makeup is nothing but 
colored paint. It doesn’t make me 
stronger or tougher, does it? May- 
be it does. I like the idea of 
changing my appearance. All the 
great superheroes did it, though 
I’m not likely to leap tall buildings 
because I dab on a little paint. The, 
makeup is just another part of the 
arsenal. 


Il 

Who were some of your early 
role models? 

Among wrestlers, I've always ad- 
mired The Road Warriors. As I 
travel to gyms around the country, 
I lear what legends they really 
are. But my real role models were 
the bodybuilders I used to watch 


working out on Venice Beach. 
They were my earliest inspiration 
to build up my body. I also admire | 
Magic Johnson. He is probably my 7 
favorite athlete. 
IV 
What is your personal and profes- 
sional philosophy toward life? 
Actually, the two rather compli- 
ment each other. I feel it’s my duty | 
to make the world safe from jerks. 
You know the type I mean. The | 
guy who knocks into you and | 
doesn't apologize. The loud- ‘ 
mouthed lady who pushes to the 
front of the line. The rulebreaker. | 
who'll use a foreign object to gain | 
a victory. The world would be a 
better place if these people could | 
be taught respect and proper © 
manners. Now, I’m not about to | 
clamp the Scorpion leglock on the 
guy who shoves me in the pop- | 
com line at the movies. But I will 
let him know—in a way he won't © 
soon forget—that it pays to be 
polite. 
Vv 

Describe your training schedule. 
That would take the entire article. 
My training regimen is very com- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Sting’s training regimen includes extensive _ 
workouts on weightlifting equipment like | 
the shoulder-press machine. 


For His 
Own Good... 


NIKITA 


OLOFF 


At one point, Nikita Koloff was the most hated wrestler in the world, largely 
because of his Soviet background. He was also seen as the man most likely to 
win the NWA World title from Ric Flair. Today, Koloff loves the United 
States, but the new Nikita seems to have lost something 


IKITA KOLOFF, ONCE a loyal 

citizen of the Soviet Union, has 
become an American. He lives in a 
spacious, comfortable American 
home. He drives a fine American 
automobile. He enjoys American 
television and music. And he is one 
of the most recognizable stars of the 
NWA, an America-based wrestling 
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federation. 

After years of embracing the com- 
munist ideology of his native coun- 
try, Koloff is a prime example of 
what can happen to those from oth- 
er lands who venture to the United 


States in quest of fame and fortune. , 


Nikita Koloff is getting soft. 
And for the sake of his career, he 


must turn away from America. That's 
an odd statement for an American 
wrestling magazine to make, but if 
Koloff is ever going to regain his for- 
mer promise of greatness, he must 
turn his back on his adopted 


country. 
Koloff, who once embraced rigid 
Soviet training techniques, now 


waves the American flag with the fer- 
vor of a native. Yet his career slips 
further with each salute to Old Glo- 
ry. Only two years after exploding 
on the American wrestling scene like 
no other Russian before him, Koloff 
has forgotten his potential. He has 
lost a significant amount of his once- 
awesome musculature, adopting a 
more streamlined look and _ ring 
style. He may be a bit lighter and 
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Nikita Koloff armbars Tully Blanchard (above) and 


quicker, but is he better? 

“| am much better wrestler now 
than ever,” said Koloff in his rapidly 
improving English. “I am quicker 
and | have more stamina thanks to 
new training. | am not as bulky any- 
more. | am happier with the way 
things are now. | love my adopted 
country.” 

Not everyone agrees. 

“The top contenders for my belt 


cgay : Lie 


brings Arn Anderson to the mat (below). 


Once a feared America-hater, Koloff has now fully embraced this country in defiance of his 
uncle Ivan Koloff, who pushes him against the ropes (right). Has his love of the U.S. cost 
him victories in the ring? 


are Sting,. Steve Williams, and Lex 
Luger,” claims Ric Flair, the seeming- 
ly eternal NWA World champion. 
“Nikita Koloff? What is this, 1986? 
Koloff is yesterday's news. | have 
much more important things to wor- 
ry about.” 

Despite Flair’s claims, Koloff is still 
a formidable wrestler, solidly en- 
sconced in the NWA top 10. He is a 
worthy tag team partner to men like 
Dusty Rhodes, Steve Williams, and 
Sting. While Koloff offers aid to “The 
American Dream” and other fan fa- 
vorites, however, he has lost sight of 
his ownsdreams. Koloff rarely men- 
tions the World title these days. He 
seems happier just to be part of the 
American way of life. 


And that may be his biggest prob- 
lem. In 1985 and 1986, Koloff was 
not quite as benevolent. But he was 
awesome, the most talented rookie 
of the decade. He was a solid moun- 
tain of a man, capable—and more 
than willing—to rip anyone apart in 
quest of excellence and the World 
title. 

During this period, Koloff was 
trained and advised solely by his un- 
cle Ivan Koloff, the former WWF 
World champion. It’s easy to criticize 
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Nikita drags Blanchard back into the ring (abov 
pushes a boot into his head (below right). Those who think Nikita has gone soft say his 


e). Al Perez chinlocks Koloff (below left) and 


physique is not as impressive as it once was. 


lvan’s heinous Soviet ideals, but it’s 
hard to dispute his results in prepar- 
ing his nephew for the pro rings. His 
hours of training in a morbid facility 
they called ‘the dungeon” created 
an incredible wrestling machine, a 
man capable of defeating anyone. 
Nikita came within a fraction of a 
second of winning the NWA title 
from Flair on numerous occasions. 

Then came October 14, 1986, a 
date that would change Koloff’s ca- 
reer forever. Magnum T.A. was seri- 
ously injured in an automobile 
crash, and Koloff shocked the world 
by rallying to the side of the man 
from whom he had taken the U.S. 
40 


title in a hard-fought summer-long 
series. Koloff's newfound love for 
Magnum and his American ideals 
was the most shocking—yet touch- 
ing—story of the year. Koloff, who 
had spent his life worshiping his 
homeland, now studied the philoso- 
phies of Magnum and Rhodes, in 
addition to those of Washington and 
Jefferson. 

More recently, Nikita has become 
even more Americanized. After 
spending a few months away from 
the ring wars earlier this year, he 
returned sporting a new, short- 
cropped hair style and a slimmer 
physique, thanks mainly to aerobics 


training—a popular American form 
of workout that has replaced his old 
methods of pumping iron. At the 
same time, many claimed Nikita had 
lost his competitive fire, the killer in- 
stinct that separated him from most 
other wrestlers. It’s as if his Soviet 
training philosophy has somehow 
left him forever. 

Where Koloff once pounded his 
foes into submission, he now em- 


' ploys more on-the-mat holds. He is 


much quicker, but he simply doesn’t 
look as fearsome. That may have 
been a factor when he was clearly 
dominated in a series of title match- 
es with Flair a few months back. 

Koloff’s status has sunk to the 
point where he is no longer taken 
seriously by Four Horsemen manag- 
er JJ. Dillon. During the July 9 tele- 
cast of World Championship Wres- 
tling on WTBS—one day before the 
Great American Bash pay-per-view 
spectacular in Baltimore—Dillon was 
discussing the reasons. why he 
thought the event may be viewed by 
millions. 

“It’s very easy to understand 
why,” Dillon said. “First of all, Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson will de- 
fend the World tag team title against 
Sting and ... | don’t even know who 
his partner is! It doesn’t matter.” 

Actually, it does matter. That part- 
ner was Nikita Koloff. 

Koloff cannot allow his status to 
sink any further than this. He must 
forget Rhodes and remember his 
own American dream. He needs to 
return to the training techniques and 
fearsome attitude—even if they were 
Soviet-inspired—that made him a su- 
perstar. After a year of proving him- 
self as a worthy immigrant to our 
land, the only person Koloff must 
now please is himself. To do that, he 
must remember the teachings of his 
uncle and his homeland, and that 
knowledge will help regain the killer 
instinct he once displayed. 

If Koloff defeats Flair for the 
World title, American fans won't 
worry about where he learned to do 
it. They'll be thrilled that the real 
Nikita Koloff finally claimed the big- 
gest prize of his career. O 


You’ve heard about them . . . you’ve read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 

into your own home! ¢ 


Sample The 


Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 

Owners or Japanese fans could 

enjoy. These tapes are certain to 

become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 
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Mats Danses 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


® Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 

@ Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 

® Monster Ripper & ‘Devil’ Masami 
vs, Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
® “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 

@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 

vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 

“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

® Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 

Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 

Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls” 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 


= = @ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. “Devil” 
Special Magazine Offer: taser cee 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, seer wag a 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 
the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the = 
excitement and thrills of Japanese | 
women’s wrestling—in your own 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 

home. BOX 48 , 
- - - — ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 beeen is be 
SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by | am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage ee ae ee 
Powersports Video in association with American | | and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape LI Riot Of The Rising Sun 
Video, are being sold exclusively for a limited | am Ordering. (SORRY—VHS orders only) 
“time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. 
Both tapes include English play-by-play Name: 


Address: SS eee 
City: State: ip: 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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was on a telecast of World Class 
Our most popular back issue offer! Each of these Super Color Specials z wrestling! 

opens up to become a giant 8-page 22" x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times Also, before the July 10 Great 
the size of a regular PW/ centerfold!) 

American Bash in Baltimore, NWA 
announcers were doing a lot of talking 
about how the main event—an NWA 
World title match between champion 
Ric Flair and challenger Lex Luger— 
was the first time ever that the two 
men had wrestled. Poppycock! Don’t 
the NWA announcers even read your 
magazines? Don’t they remember when 
Luger took Flair to the 60-minute time 
limit in Florida back in his rookie 
year? 

The NWA has lost a lot of credibil- 
ity in my eyes. I stopped watching the 
WWE for reasons such as this, and if 
this type of nonsense continues I’m no 
longer going to watch the NWA. 

ROGER GILBERT 
Miami 


(Continued on page 44) 


MOVING? 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 
advance notice 
Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 
weeks advance notice so we can continue to | 
service your subscription promptly. Check the 
magazine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 


(11 THE WRESTLER 

1 INSIDE WRESTLING 

1) SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
[1] PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
(1) WRESTLING 88/WRESTLING 


ery order for airmail. U.S, funds only. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


| 
| 
| 
L 
| 
SUPERSTARS | 
| 
NAVE | 
| 
OLD ADDRESS | 
CITY 
STATE ZIP | 
| ; Make Check Payable And Send To: | 
| GUPER (FOLOR SPECIAL -mnsrecezecetres, Tv'srome "| 
ing, oF $10.00 for all five. é { 
| C1 SCS #1 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY Pe eee | | 
XC) SCS #3 CITY 
| Name | 
| O SCS #4 | 
| Oses#e ‘cress Apt. || | sare ae 
| Ses #9 Oly | | Clio this form and send to: | 
| Alternate choices State i La gtr | 
| For all orders except the U.S, and Canada, you must add one doliar for every order for boat mail, and two dolars for ev- i} | | 
| | 
l { 


THIS MONTH IN... 


HULK HOGAN is back! But is RANDY 
SAVAGE’S World belt beyond “The 
Hulkster’s” reach? 


DUSTY RHODES takes action and 
declares that he’s going to form his own 
FOUR HORSEMEN! 


PLUS... 
Giant full-color centerfold plus career 
bio of THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS... 
WARLORD and BARBARIAN take on 
DEMOLITION .. . KEVIN VON ERICH 
takes on JESSICA McCLURBE for charity 
.. Why MADUSA MICELI hates MISSY 
HYATT... An exclusive “Press 
Conference” with THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL 
EXPRESS... . “Scouting Reports” of six 
top superstars 


All this and much more... 
in the November 1988 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOW! 


Megapowers HULK HOGAN and 

RANDY SAVAGE take on Megabucks 
TED DiBIASE and ANDRE THE 

GIANT—A special preview and analysis! 


The truth revealed! Why WARLORD 
and BARBARIAN left the NWA! 


PLUS... 
PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY ’S “Danger 
Zone” is too hot for EDDIE GILBERT... 
BRUTUS BEEFCAKE vs. THE HONKY 
TONK MAN —Is “The Barber” cutting 
his own throat? . . . A championship 
embarrassment: THE FOUR 
HORSEMEN have destroyed RIC 
FLAIR ... “Hotseat” interview with 
JERRY LAWLER: “1’ll go anywhere to 
defend my World title!” ... MICHAEL 
HAYES and BUDDY ROBERTS face off 
“One on One” 


All this and much more... 
in the October 1988 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated was a remarkable publishing 
event. Cover-dated December 1987, 
this 100-page super spectacular was 
jam-packed with stunning color and 
special features, including: 

@® The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 
Of The PWI Years 

@ The 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PWI Years 

@ The PW/ Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

® Behind The Scenes At PWI 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
issue comes around only once ina 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 


I Make check or money order payable 


| and send to: 

| TV SPORTS Y $F EACH | 
wv sports (ONLY '§5/EACH! | 

j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

| Please rush me ———— copies of the 
100th edition of Pro Wrestling Tilustrated. 
| enclose $5.00 for each copy | am ordering. 


Name 


Address 


City 


| state Zip 


lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
| Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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BENOIT’S THE BEST 

I’ve been keeping close tabs on 
Stampede’s Chris Benoit. I think he 
deserves more credit from Sports Re- 
view Wrestling. Here’s some history: 

Owen Hart, arguably Stampede’s 
best wrestler, lost the Commonwealth 
title to Gama Singh. Then Singh lost it 


just say that I was very disappointed. 
The pictures were great, but it was the 
Journalism that left a lot to be desired. 

In one example, you have a picture 
of Arn Anderson grabbing Magnum 
T.A, (in the final match), You, howev- 
er, do not have a picture of what hap- 
pened prior to this: Magnum T.A. 


Chris Benoit backflips Cuban Assassin. Reader Neil Townsend thinks that if Owen Hart can 
be ranked in the Top 10, so can Benoit, the former Stampede champion. 


to Benoit who quickly—and unfairly— 
lost it to Johnny Smith. 

Since then, Benoit has regained the 
title. Month after month, I see Owen 
Hart in your Top 10 ratings, but never 
Benoit. Certainly this is a shame, be- 
cause Benoit is such a better wrestler 
than current Stampede champ Makhan 
Singh, ‘who rarely ever wrestles! 

Let’s see Chris Benoit in the Top 
10! 

NEIL TOWNSEND 
Regina, Saskatchewan 


CUP RUNNETH UNDER 

I have just finished reading your 
August 1988 issue and the special coy- 
erage of the Crockett Cup, and let me 


reached into the ring and tripped Arn, 
which precipitated Anderson’s reaction. 

I assure you that if J.J. Dillon had 
done what Magnum did, you would 
have had plenty of pictures chronicling 
the interference. You’re always saying 
that the Horsemen survive only 
through J.J.’s help. What about Sting 
and Lex Luger? Would they have won 
the Crockett Cup without Magnum’s 
help? 

In my opinion, Tully and Arn were 
the true winners of the 1988 Crockett 
Cup! 

MARTHA MABE 
Martinsville, VA 


(Continued on page 46) 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 

vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 
1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 

Spoiler, Brisco, 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 

Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 

Star Wars 1980, 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 

Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 

Thornton, Keirn. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 

Slater, Piper. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 

Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog, 


October 1981/Rich-Race, Hogan-Han- 
sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Koloff. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
mf Super BS Ladd, : 

May 1982/Rich-Fiair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling II. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other, 
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July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Siater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Fiair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards, 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndortt, 
May 1984/LeDu er, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Specia! cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
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December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 
February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 
March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 
May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Flair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 
July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndortf, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces, 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 
February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook, 
March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 
April feito a attr pel Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase, 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 
June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 

. Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Orndorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 
August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling II. 
September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Omdorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight RANE Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December Usdsdae aebe Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook, 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ties, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Am, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion, 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 
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THE OLD AGE HOME 

Much has been written about the 
vast pool of talent currently in the 
WWE. The matchups that take place 
in that federation often pit powerful 
up-and-comers against some of wres- 
tling’s hard-boiled veterans. The 
matches have produced a devastating 
effect: The WWF is retiring some of 
‘the game’s greats! 

In one program alone, I witnessed 
the termination of two of wresthing’s 
most illustrious careers. First, they 
broadcast a replay of seven-time NWA 
World champion Harley Race’s final 
moments of action when he suffered 
grievous internal injuries against Hulk 
Hogan. The prognosis for Race 
doesn’t look good, and he has abdicat- 
ed his WWF ‘“‘throne.” 


Later in the program, I saw an at- 
tack by Greg Valentine on the already- 
disabled ‘‘Superstar” Billy Graham. 
The former WWF champion will cer- 
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MAILBAG 


(Continued from page 44) 


tainly not make a comeback now; in- 
deed, Graham’s future appearances 
will most likely be confined to ‘the 
broadcast booth. 

It is the nature of the sport that the 
old should be replaced with the new. 
The WWF, however, is turning the 
champions of wrestling’s past into 
slabs of meat for today’s hungry 
young lions. Someone should warn 
these veterans to leave the ever-expand- 
ing WWF before it’s too late. 

KEN FEOLA 
Miramar, FL 


LUGER RIPPED OFF 

I don’t know how it could’ve hap- 
pened. What maniac would have al- 
lowed Lex Luger’s Baltimore Bash 
match with Ric Flair to be halted be- 
fore a submission by the champion, a 
submission that was sure to follow 
once Luger hoisted Flair up on his 
shoulders for the back breaker? 


Superstar Graham is helped back to the dressing room after he was attacked by Greg 


Valentine. Reader Ken Feola thinks veterans like Graham must be extra-careful. 
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ex Luger backslides NWA World champion 
Ric Flair. Their Bash match was stopped. 
due to a cut on Luger’s head. 

I understand the danger of a bleed- 
ing wrestler, but the cut posed no 
threat to either wrestler. The match 
had been a classic—until the end, that 
is. Luger had the belt in his grasp once 
and for all. And then the ref (under 
the instructions of some athletic com- 
mission paper pusher) stops the match! 

I guess Flair has found yet another 
way to keep his title! What a sham! 
MEL FEANY 
Portland, OR 


COWARDLY CURT 

All I want to say is that Curt 
Hennig is the most cowardly wrestler 
ever to step into the ring. 

Since Jerry Lawler captured the 
AWA World title from Hennig, how 
hard has the former champion lobbied 
for a rematch? Hardly at all. Sure, 
he’s ranted and raved, but if he really 
wanted to wrestle Lawler, he’d be able 
to use his status as a former AWA 
World champion to pressure AWA of- 
ficials to sign the bout. Or, better yet, 
a series of bouts. 

The fact of the matter is simply this: 
Hennig is afraid of Lawler. He knows 
that he can’t regain the World title, he 
knows that Lawler outclasses him by a 
mile, and he knows that in the Lawler 
era of the AWA, he’s nowhere! 

So good riddance, Hennig. Your ag- 
gressiveness stinks, your title reign 
stunk, and you stink. 

ARTHUR FRAMPTON 
Minneapolis (J 
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WRESTLINGS BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ePuishea nonin 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘"Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . .. Each 
issue’s “Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... ‘Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report’ brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . ‘ 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING eeubishea Monthy) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat”’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘‘Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world. . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports”’ provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive "'Q & A”’ interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue .. . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . ‘Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 
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Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 


action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a-total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full, 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 
TV SPORTS Ll NEW 36 Magazines For Only $42! 


Box 48 1) RENEWAL 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Name 
Address 


City State Zip 


(U.S.FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57.) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 


eee Sa 


4A SGPER DEAL 
ON THE 


SGPERCARKDS! 


Sept. 1986 


For the past three years, the September cover-dated 
“SuperCards” editions of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page color sections, and 
peerless analysis of the annual spring “SuperCards'’ 
make the September editions of PW/ true collectors’ 
items. We have limited supplies of these newsstand 
sellouts, and they're sure to go fast. Only $5.00 each. 
Order today! 
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INQUIRING REPORTER 


(Continued from page 12) 


his CWA home, and continued to de- 
fend against the best his federation had 
to offer. By going elsewhere, he is 
mocking his own federation!” 


Mark Etkind, Macon, GA: “Don’t 
give me that ‘prestige’ crap. Prestige is 
the last thing a champion should be 
thinking about. Whatever happened to 
just plain wrestling? I know in my 
heart that Lawler doesn’t defend his 
title just for prestige. He does it be- 
cause defending the title and taking on 
all top challengers, regardless of which 
federation they may be in, is the only 
way to be a true champion. And that’s 
what Lawler is. But as far as prestige 
goes, it doesn’t make a damn bit of 
difference to a real champ. Thank 
God, too, or else the action inside the 
ring would eventually become second- 
ary to sheer hype!”’ 


David Kamp, Traverse City, MI: “TI 
think it’s too risky. What would be the 
ramifications of losing the belt to say, 
World Class champion Kerry Von 
Erich? What would happen if all fed- 
eration champions decided to let ego- 
tism rule their actions and began 
squandering their federations’ titles by 
losing to someone else? In that way, 
one man could eventually emerge will 
all the belts from every federation! 
That would only stagnate wrestling, as 
every wrestler would be gunning for 
that one man. Already we see this hap- 
pening with Lawler. By signing a series 
of matches with ‘The King,’ Kerry has 
already begun to forget about the re- 
sponsibilities of his own title. Is World 
Class supposed to hibernate until Von 
Erich and Lawler are finished?” 


Elaine Shimberg, Palm Beach, FL: 
“Prestige and class are the only rea- 
sons I watch wrestling. That’s why ’m 
excited by Lawler. He’s establishing 
new guidelines by which all future 
champions will be judged. From now 
on, sitting on your duff will not be 
tolerated. A champion will have to 
push harder so that the belt around his 


Kerry attempts to throw Lawler across the 
ring. Many fans think Lawler should concen- 
trate solely on competition in the AWA. 


waist actually means something. 
Thanks to Lawler, the AWA belt 
will!” 


Anita Juarez, Los Angeles: “Well, be- 
lieve me, I’m tired of do-nothing 
champions! The time has come for all 
champions to meet, once and for all. 
Whether there’s a big payday or added 
prestige on the line or not, I’m thrilled 
to see Jerry Lawler and Kerry Von 
Erich, two of the game’s greats, get in 
the ring against each other. And how 
can it mot increase prestige for the 
AWA belt as well as for wrestling in 
general? Now we'll have champions 
who embrace integrity and honor!” 


Ken Kramer, Newport Beach, CA; 
*Tt’s not an important question. Who 
cares so long as we, the wrestling fans, 
get to reap the benefit? And certainly 
we will if these cross-federation chal- 
lenges become a new trend in champi- 
onship wrestling. Some fans may say 
that federation boundaries should not 
be breeched, but fans want to see the 
champions meet. I, for one, can’t 
wait!”” Oo 
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ILLUSTRATED 


BACK ISSUES ) yy ays 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don't miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo, Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler, Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 
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APRIL 1983 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Om- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton, Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 


Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
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November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


dune 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warnors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Bar 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

July 1985/COLOR PINUP; Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum TA, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Ormdorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


Wind- 
logan, 


{ CMMI COLOR PAUP OF MIC FLAIR See 


Number of Magazines Ordered: 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race, 
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April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich, Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 


Bundy. A & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 


Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP; Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
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January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
regs) then DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 


liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Toumy, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 


June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
pan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 

Fe! 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Saal Me 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP; Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liarns, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
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INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 22) 


Smeared with blood—both his own and Ad- 
ams’—Taylor argues with the referee. 


I’m concerned, Hart’s just holding 
on to his meal ticket with Honky. 
I'd bet he would be as easy to beat 
as Adams. 


: Why such a deep hatred for Chris 


Adams? We remember your vi- 
cious feud back in the UWF, and 
when you came to World Class 
things only got worse. Why did 
you allow things to escalate they 
way they did? 

Chris and I have that kind of per- 
sonality thing where we just cannot 
get along. When we’re not around 
each other, we can be civil people. 
But when we get together, the per- 
sonalities clash. There’s just some- 
thing about him that I can’t stand, 
and he’d probably say the same 
thing about me. The more I’m 
around him, the more I want to 
beat him up. I think that’s good 
for professional wrestling and good 
for the promoters, but not too 
good for his health. I chased him 
out of the NWA, the UWF, and 
now World Class. Good riddance. 


: Let me bring up a hypothetical sit- 


uation. What would happen if 
Chris Adams were to appear in the 
WWF? Would there be a resump- 
tion of those heated Adams-Taylor 
wars? 


A: Yes, I’m sure there would be. This 
feud will never end until one of us 
is out of the sport for good. I 
don’t think he’d have the nerve to 
show his face around here. Every 
time he comes into an area, he and 
I haye not gotten along. I’ve beat- 
en him up so bad that he’s had to 
leave every time. I’ve broken his 
hand, I’ve hurt his neck, I’ve hurt 
his back, I’ve bashed his face in. 
I’ve made it very uncomfortable 
for him, but there’s no denying 
he’s tried to do the same to me. 
He’s hit me with tables, a catcher’s 
mask, the championship belt, and 
he slammed my head into the 
ringpost. I wasn’t the one doing all 
that. I was beating him up with 
wrestling moves, with my own bare 
hands. He was the one that was 
doing the things to try to put me 
out. 


— 4c 
Displaying his viciousness, Taylor slings 
Brad Armstrong neckfirst over the ropes. 


Q: He also accused you of hiring 
WWA star Mike George to break 
his nose and blacken his eyes. 

A: No, no way! Why would I pay 
somebody for something that I 
could do better, something I would 
really enjoy doing? That’s ridicu- 
lous. That claim is as crazy as Ad- 
ams himself. 

Q: Well, Terry, thanks for the inter- 
view. I have a feeling it won’t be 
long before you’re one of the most 
infamous men in the WWF. 

A: Yeah. Thanks for the ink. Oo 
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formed almost four years ago. In an 
interview given last year in Hawaii, 
Michaels described the goals he 
and Jannetty set for themselves. 
“First it was the name thing,’’ MI- 
chaels said, referring to the difficulty 
the Rockers had in establishing their 
credibility. Many pundits dismissed 
them as knockoffs of the Rock 'n’ 
Roll and Midnight Expresses. ‘‘Even 
after we won the AWA World tag title 
there remained skeptics. It took al- 
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MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 


(Continued from page 35) 


most two solid years for the media to 
take us seriously. 

“Now, despite the fact we were 
two-time AWA World champions, 
there are people who think we’re 
too small to wrestle with the big 
boys. Well, | say to hell with them. 
Like the saying goes, if the mind 
can think of it, the body can 
achieve it. The only limits are the 
ones you impose on yourself. We 
didn’t wait years to get here to be 


told we can’t hack it. We paid too 
many dues to listen to that crap. 
We'll wrestle the big boys, and 
we'll beat them. | don’t know 
when, but | do know why: They 
don’t come tougher than The Mid- 
night Rockers.’’ 

Senior Editor Bill Apter agrees 
with Michaels. Apter, who has cov- 
ered the sport professionally for 
nearly two solid decades, feels size 
has little relationship to success. 


The Midnight Rockers execute their ‘‘rockerplex” on Jose Estrada (above left and below). 
Shawn Michaels rolls Terry Gibbs into.a small package (above right). Marty Jannetty leaps 


to avoid Gibbs’ charge (left). 


“Size can be easily overcome,” 
Says Apter. ‘‘Look at other profes- 
sional sports. Football has Doug 
Flutie, Steve Largent, and Joe Mor- 
ris. Basketball offers two men, 
Mugsy Bogues and Spud Webb, 
who both stand under 5'6’’. Wayne 
Gretzky, arguably the greatest hock- 
ey player of all time, is a mere wisp 
of a man. 

“In wrestling, the proof is even 
more conclusive. How else could 
Bob Backlund have beaten John 
Studd? Why was Hulk Hogan able 
to best Andre the Giant? The list is 
endless. Former WWF champion 
Pedro Morales was listed at 5’10”’, 
but his actual height was even less, 
and he beat Don Leo Jonathan and 
Blackjack Mulligan. Look at Bill 
Dundee—successful for over a de- 
cade at only 5'7’’. Certainly size 
and muscle are important, but pos- 
sessing them does not guarantee 
success. If it did, Haystacks Cal- 
houn would never have lost.”’ 

But Backlund was a_ veteran, 
wrestling at the top of his game, 
when he defeated Studd. Hogan 
needed years of championship expe- 
rience to defeat Andre. Morales 
wrestled with incredible fire and 
intensity. And no one ever accused 
Haystacks Calhoun of breaking 
speed records. 

Today's big men are a different 
breed. Exemplified by Demolition, 
The Road Warriors, and The Powers 
of Pain, they move with uncanny 
speed and agility, like football line- 
men with the speed of running 
backs. They are smart and wily; 
their brains match their brawn. 

Can the Rockers overcome men 
who have no obvious weaknesses, 
who are bigger and stronger and, 
perhaps, equally as fast and smart? 

“Remember, where there is a 
will there’s a way,’’ Apter says. 
“Historically, small men have al- 
ways fared better in tag teams than 
big men. Dean Ho and Tony Garea. 


Morton and Gibson. The Funk 
Brothers. Give the Rockers a 
chance. | think they’ll surprise a lot 
of people.”’ O 
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plex. The cornerstone is weight 
training. I feel there is no subst- 
tute for iron. The success you 
have in the ring is directly attribut- 
able to the amount of time you 
spend in the gym. I lift weights 
four times a week. For flexibility 
and added conditioning, I swim 
and take calisthenic classes. Bas- 
ketball is great for increased stami- 
na and cardiovascular health, but 
my busy schedule doesn’t permit 
me to play as often as I would 
like. I work out a lot. In the future, 
I would like to write a book detail- 
ing my training techniques. 
VI 


What has been your toughest 
match? 

A lot of people ask me that, and I 
think it’s the hardest question to 
answer. My debut match as part of 
Powerteam U.S.A. took only 45 
seconds, but I can’t imagine any- 
thing being harder. I was so tight 
and nervous that I thought I would 
throw up before I got to the ning. 
The opponent that gives me the 


he’s stronger, but because he’s so smart. 
54 


STING 


(Continued from page 37) 


most problems is Ric Flair. He’s 
not the strongest or the toughest, 
but he’s the smartest and most 
frustrating. If and when I defeat 
him for the title, it will be my 
greatest moment. 

vil 
What would you like to be doing 
in 10 years? 
I would like to be into year eight 
of my NWA title reign. 

Vul 
What scares you most about 
wrestling? 
I think serious injury. Which is fun- 
ny, considering all the high-risk 
aerial maneuvers I do in the ring. 
But I keep myself in shape, and 
hopefully I can avoid any serious 
injuries. If I ever did get hurt 
where I couldn’t wrestle, I’m not 
quite sure what I would do, 

Ix 
What has been your most exciting 
moment in the ring? 
At the Baltimore Great American 
Bash this year, when I dove over 
the top rope on top of Am Ander- 


“The Stinger” hiptosses Ric Flair. He says that Flair is his toughest opponent, not because 


son who was standing on the are- 
na floor. I can’t tell you how many 
people have come up to me and 
said it was the most thrilling mo- 
ment they’ve ever witnessed, It 
was as thnilling to execute as it 
was to watch. I’ve done that move 
before, but usually through the 
ropes; over the top was something 
special, that’s for sure. The adrena- 
line was gushing that night! 
xX 

Can you see yourself as a rule- 
breaker again? 

It depends upon your definition. If 
by “rulebreaker’ you mean a 
wrestler who breaks the mules to 
defeat an opponent, I would have 


es 
Sting was once managed by Eddie Gilbert; 
in fact, they once teamed to win the UWF 
tag team championship. Now Sting says he 
doesn’t need a manager, preferring to rely 
on his own skills to win. 


to answer yes. When Eddie Gil- 
bert was my manager, I used to 
rely on breaking the mules, but 
things are different now. There is 
no telling what might happen in 
the course of a match. If you mean 
will I ever tum against my fans, the 
answer is no. My fans are my most 
cherished possession. O 


WRESTLING’S piace 


GREATESTA&a 


Ug 
SUBSCRIPTION DEAL =a 


Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


ory Gilbert! 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
e 
Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues for the bargain price of just $27—a 
savings of $15 off the regular newsstand price! And 


TERRY TAYLOR: 


every issue will be delivered directly to your door in a : : De _tcanreunrte 


The Resmars Fy cr 
MESSY WYATT 1S READY TOCUMP EDOK ciemen ) THE FREEBIRDS: 


a protective manila envelope to help prevent damage dur- 


ONE OM ONE: DUSTY MURS VS. THEMEDICGHT ROER 


ing shipping. 


INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) (Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


Uwe cn KCK PAVABLEAND SEND TO. -__O”TW Subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your fst magazine | 
| 1-V.SPORTS C1 INSIDE WRESTLING—$17.00 12 issues | 
; Box 48 C THE WRESTLER—$17.00 12 issues | 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 () BOTH MAGAZINES—$27.00 24 issues : 
| Please enter my subscription for the magazine(s) | have checked above. Li Renewal i 
) | am enclosing proper payment in full. (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) L) New Subscription | 

| 
| NAME | 
| ADDRESS eee : 
ye ee ee — OP | 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries please send $21 for each single subscription and $32 for each combination subscription.) | 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 


1978 


N NEW ZEALAND, Toru Tana- 

ka was disqualified in his bout 
with Peter Maivia after delivering 
a low blow ... Tully Blanchard, 
son of former wrestler and pro- 
moter Joe Blanchard, entered the 
pro ranks after finishing his stud- 
ies at West Texas State University 
.. Another West Texas State 
graduate, Dusty Rhodes, was 
ranked in both the WWF and the 
NWA. Rhodes managed to un- 
mask The Golden Terror in front 
of 20,000 fans in New York’s 
Madison Square Garden 
Brash newcomer Adrian Adonis 
challenged fans to pin his shoul- 
ders to the mat for a $5,000 prize 
... Wahoo McDaniel campaigned 
for both the NWA and AWA world 
titles ... Rocky Johnson and The 
Sheik battled to a gruesome dou- 
ble-disqualification in Chattanoo- 
ga, Tennessee ... lvan Koloff 
held an impromptu press confer- 
ence in his hotel room to an- 
nounce that Mr. Wrestling Il was 
indeed Bob Backlund; he was, of 
course, wrong ... Ernie Ladd re- 
turned to the WWF, not to chal- 
lenge Backlund for the federation 
singles title, but to battle former 
nemesis Bruno Sammartino ... 
AWA officials caught Bobby 
Heenan handing AWA _ World 
champion Nick Bockwinkel a for- 
eign object and levied a strong 
fine ... Greg Gagne and Jim 
Brunzell were stripped of the 
AWA tag team title after Brunzell 
broke a leg in a charity softball 
game. The belts were awarded to 
top contenders Pat Patterson and 
Ray Stevens ... NWA RATINGS: 
1—Harley Race; 2—Dusty 
Rhodes; 3—Rick Steamboat; 4— 
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SCRAPBOOK 


(Continued from page 14) 


NWA World tag team title, has won many championships over the past 10 years. 


Ivan Koloff tries to pull the mask off Mr. 


WWE. RATINGS: 


Ric Flair; 5—Jack Brisco; 6—Ken 
Patera; 7—The Spoiler; 8—Dick 
Slater; 9—Dory Funk Jr; 10— 
Bruiser. AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick 
Bockwinkel; 2—Verne Gagne; 3— 
Ray Stevens; 4—Billy Robinson; 
5—Crusher; 6—Bob Orton Jr.; 
7—Jim Brunzell; 8—Greg Gagne; 
9—Larry Hennig; 10—Mighty Igor. 
1—Bob Back- 
lund; 2—lvan Koloff; 3—Dusty 
Rhodes; 4—Superstar Graham; 
5—Victor Rivera; 6—Dino Bravo; 
7—Luke Graham; 8—Ivan Putski; 
9—Spiros Arion; 10—Stan 
Stasiak. TAG TEAMS: 1—Baron 
Von Raschke & Greg Valentine; 
2—The Yukon Lumberjacks; 3— 
Ray Stevens & Pat Patterson; 4— 
Paul Jones & Rick Steamboat; 
5—Jack & Jerry Brisco; 6—Mr.’ 
Sato & Mr. Saito; 7—Greg Gagne 
& Jim Brunzell; 8—Steve Keirn & 
Mike Graham; 9—Blackjack 


Wrestling Il. Koloff once made the ridicu- Lanza & Bob Orton Jr.; 10— 
lous claim that Wrestling Il was really Bob | Chavo & Hector Guerrero. 
Backlund! (Continued on page 58) 


September 1982/Stories include: 

, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 


JULY 1983 


July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos, 


October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
Caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs, 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan, 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 


NOVEMBER 1985 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs, 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino, 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T,A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
yoni 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


BACK ISSUES 0F as 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Ornderff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts, 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart, 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade ‘87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering, 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham, 
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(Continued from page 56) 


Angeles, fans watched on TV as J bow; 3—Blackjack Lanza; 4— 
Dr. Bernhardt Schwartz stitched § Stan Stasiak; 5—Haystacks Cal- 
Victor Rivera’s face after a match J houn; 6—Tony Garea; 7—Toru 
with “Maniac” John Tolos. NWA § Tanaka; 8—Mike McCord; 9—Mr. 
RATINGS: 1—Jack Brisco; 2— § Fuji; 10—Manuel Soto. TAG 
Harley Race; 3—Terry Funk; 4— § TEAMS: 1—kKiller Brooks & Ben 
Dory Funk Jr.; 5—The Sheik; 6— ff Justice; 2—Toru Tanaka & Mr. 
Bruno Sammartino; 7—Lou § Fuji; 3—Ray Stevens & Nick 
Thesz; 8—Johnny Valentine; 9— § Bockwinkel; 4—Bruno Sammar- 
Pat Patterson; 10—Bobby Shane. § tino & Edouard Carpentier; 5— 
AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne §, The Fabulous Kangaroos; 6—Pak 
Gagne; 2—Superstar Graham; fSong & Mr. Wrestling; 7—Rip 
3—Billy Robinson; 4—Wahoo Mc- f Hawk & Bobby Shane; 8—Hay- 
Daniel; 5—Ivan Koloff; 6—Crush- § stacks Calhoun & Tony Garea; 
er; 7—Geoff Portz; 8—Ken §9—Black Gordman & Goliath; 
Patera; 9—Reg Parks; 10—Larry §10—Blackjack Mulligan & The 
Heinimi. WWF RATINGS: 1—Pe- § Missouri Mauler. 

dro Morales, 2—Chief Jay Strong- (Continued on page 60) 


WWF RECORD was set 

when Prof. Toru Tanaka and 
Mr. Fuji defeated Haystacks Cal- 
houn. and Tony Garea for the fed- 
eration’s tag team title in Philadel- 
phia. The victory marked the first 
time that a team had become 
two-time champions ... Calhoun 
was the special referee as WWF 
titlist Pedro Morales _ battled 
George “The Animal” Steele in a 
cage match in Boston. Despite 
Steele’s use of a foreign object, 
Morales staggered the bloody 
Steele with punches and walked 
through the cage door victoriously 
... In St. Louis, Harley Race beat 
Gene Kiniski for the Missouri 
State title on October 13. This be- 
gan Race’s second reign as state 
titleholder; he won a tournament 
in 1972 to win the belt for the first 
time ... NWA President Sam 
Muchnick announced a number of 
rule changes that he hoped would 
make the sport safer. Among 
them were immediate disqualifica- 
tions for low blows, striking the 
referee, and throwing an oppo- 
nent over the top rope ... Wres- 
tling fans clamored for a WWF 
title shot for top contender Chief 
Jay Strongbow ... Claiming he 
wanted to personally gauge the 
effectiveness of the sport’s most 
dangerous maneuver, Sports Re- 
view Wrestling editor Bill Apter 
was a willing victim of Stan 
Stasiak’s heart punch. After Apter 
had been rushed to the hospital, 
Stasiak said, ““Of course | didn’t 
punch him as hard as | can. The 
last thing | need on my hands is a 
dead reporter.’ Apter was held 
overnight for observation and re- 
leased the next day ... In Los 
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In 1973, Prof. Toru Tanaka and Mr. Fuji became the first team ever to win the WWF tag 
team championship twice when they defeated Haystacks Calhoun and Tony Garea. 
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MAY 1982 


May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 

Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 

Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 

Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 

September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 

Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include; Rich, An- 

dre, Piper, Dillon. a 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 

December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 

gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard 
February 1983/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 

Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 

Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 

vin, Rogers, Orton. 
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Inside 


July 1983/Stories include; Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 


ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon, 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler, 
September 1984/Siories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, lron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 


October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R’n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


October 1986/Stories include; Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors, 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include; Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taytor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&A- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 


Barry Windham & Mice Roturio 
WILL THEIR RIUNGON 
SPELL IESASTER FOR KENDALL WINDEAM? — 


ee 


MARCH 1986 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include; Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
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A SECOND 
CHANCE TO CATCH 


“THE 
BIG ONES”’ 
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PWI 
March 1987 


March 1988 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986 and 1987 
issues made publishing history. Each issue is a 
full 100 pages packed with color and the year-end 
features PW/ readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don't be disappointed twice. Order your 

copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


land send to: ‘THE BIG ONES” | 
Li SERS ONLY $5.00 each. | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me the magazines | have 
checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
| FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


1 PWI March 1987 
(1986 Year-End Special) 
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) PWI March 1988 i 
(1987 Year-End Special) | 
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lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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(Continued from page 58) 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 


1983 


NE OF THE most controver- 

sial managers in wrestling 
history, The Grand Wizard, died 
on October 12 ... Shortly after 
winning the Georgia title from 
Larry Zbyszko, Brett Wayne re- 
vealed that Buzz Sawyer was his 
brother ... Bob Orton and Dick 
Slater collected a $25,000 bounty 
from Harley Race for attacking 
Ric Flair and putting him in the 
hospital. Flair later announced via 
videotape that his injuries were 
forcing him to retire, but it was a 
ploy: He ran from the dressing 
room swinging a baseball bat at 
Orton and Slater during their tag 
team match ... Flair also traveled 
to Puerto Rico and nearly defeat- 
ed Pedro Morales for the WWC 
North American title ... The Flori- 
da title changed hands three 
times in three days: Barry Wind- 
ham beat Jos LeDuc in Sarasota 
on September 17, LeDuc re- 
gained it in Orlando on the 18th, 
and Windham got it back in West 
Palm Beach on the 19th 
Blackjack Lanza had a falling out 
with his manager, Bobby Heenan, 
after Heenan accidentally hit 
Lanza with brass knuckles during 
a match against Greg Gagne ... 
Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka wrestled 
two matches in one night in St. 
Louis, Missouri. In a tag team 
confrontation he teamed with Dick 
the Bruiser to face Killer Karl 
Krupp and Blackjack Mulligan; in 
a singles match his opponent was 
Roger Kirby. In both matches, 
Snuka performed the ‘‘Superfly 
leap’’ and both times he was dis- 
qualified; the “Superfly” was ille- 
gal in Missouri at the time. NWA 
RATINGS: 1—Harley Race; 2— 


The Grand Wizard, who managed both Stan 
Stasiak and Superstar Graham to the WWF 
World title, died in 1983, leaving a perma- 
nent mark on the sport’s history. 

Greg Valentine; 3—David Von 
Erich; 4—Barry Windham; 5— 
Brett Wayne; 6—Rufus R. Jones; 
7—Mike Rotundo; 8—Ric Flair; 
9—Tommy Rich; 10—Avalanche 
Tyler. AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick 
Bockwinkel; 2—Hulk Hogan; 3— 
Mad Dog Vachon; 4—Rick Martel; 
5—Brad Rheingans; 6—Mr. Saito; 
7—Ken Patera; 8—Billy Robin- 
son; 9—Greg Gagne; 10—David 
Shultz. WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob 
Backlund; 2—Masked Superstar; 
3—Don Muraco; 4—Jimmy 
Snuka; 5—Sgt. Slaughter; 6—Tito 
Santana; 7—lron Sheik; 8—Tony 
Atlas; 9—Rocky Johnson; 10— 
lvan Putski. TAG TEAMS: 1— 
Jack & Jerry Brisco; 2—Ken 
Patera & Crusher Blackwell; 3— 
The Road Warriors; 4—The Free- 
birds; 5—Elijah Akeem & Kareem 
Muhammad; 6—The Samoans; 
7—Butch Reed & Jim Neidhart; 
8—Steve Keirn & Stan Lane; 9— 
The Masked Medics; 10—Rick 
Steamboat & Jay Youngblood. [1 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber” will get: 


® Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 88, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 

magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


me OR 


Four issues of Wrestling 88 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15.00, a savings of $5.00 
off the newsstand price! Each issue is delivered to your door in a protective manila envelope! 


| Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: CL) NEW ONLY 
TV SPORTS L] RENEWAL 


= $15 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 


A Savings Of $5 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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ONLY °5 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL Wres- 
tling Revue listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stan- 
ley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue 
in 1959 and sold his interests in the maga- 
zine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have been sold by private collec- 
tors for as much as $75 per copy. This is 
a special opportunity for those of you who 
collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance— 
at a price you can afford. Most of these 
issues contain magnificent, full-color pin- 
up portraits of the world’s greatest wres- 
tlers. The supply of these collectible 
trasures is very limited—order today and 
avoid disappointment! 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 


LIFALL 1961 
LJDECEMBER 1961 
LIFEBRUARY 1962 
LIAPRIL 1962 
_JJUNE 1962 
LIFEBRUARY 1963 
()/DECEMBER 1963 
| |FEBRUARY 1964 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please rush the issues of WRESTLING 
REVUE checked. | am enclosing $5.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each copy. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


$5 EACH 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE zip 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada you must add one 
dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue ordered airmail. Allow 
3-4 weeks for delivery. 


TATTLER 


(Continued from page 8) 


Texas champion. Terry Taylor, the 
former champion, forfeited a title 
match against Von Erich at the July 4 
card, forcing World Class officials to 
award the belt to the challenger. Tay- 
lor, World Class officials announced, 
failed to show for the match after 
Von Erich had injured him the night 
before in Ft. Worth. 

“Now, World Class fans will know 
what a real Texas champion is all 
about,” said the jubilant Von Erich 
during a “victory” celebration after 
the card. “Taylor wasn’t injured that 
badly. He was just scared to meet 
me again, so he turned his yellow 
tail and left Texas.” 

Taylor was scheduled to debut in 
the World Wrestling Federation later 
in the month. —Andrew Ray 


EMPHIS, TN: Veteran Phil 

Hickerson shocked Memphis 
fans by capturing the CWA title from 
Max Pain following a hotly disputed 
match July 3 at the Mid-South Coli- 
seum here. Hickerson hadn’t been 
actively wrestling in Memphis—or 
anywhere, for that matter—for 
months, and was considered by 
most fans and observers as a negligi- 


ble force in the sport at best. 

“A lot of these fool wrestling fans 
thought | was gone for good,” said 
Hickerson, who quickly has become 
the most hated man in Memphis. 
“Beatin’ that big punk was no trou- 
ble at all, just like stealin’ candy 
from a baby! When Jerry Lawler fi- 
nally gets back here, I'll grab that 
AWA World title just as easily.” 

What Hickerson failed to mention 


.is that he had a_ considerable 


amount of help from Robert Fuller, 
manager of the “Stud Stable,” dur- 
ing the title match with Pain. The 
6'6”, 350-pound sensation had domi- 
nated the smaller (61, 257) Hicker- 
son throughout the bout. But when 
Fuller distracted the referee, Hicker- 
son pulled a chain from his tights 
and used it to bash Pain across the 
skull. The unconscious young star 
had to be helped back to the dress- 

ing room following the match. 
“That's just like Fuller to get in- 
volved with something he had no 
business in,” said Pain afterward. 
“An old bum like Hickerson would 
have no chance at all of beating me 
in a fair match. They think they’re 
pretty funny, but it won't be long 
” eB 7; oe CAS 


before they'll be sorry for what they 
did to me.” 

‘What's Pain doin’, makin’ ex- 
cuses for bein’ beaten by a real 
man?” responded Fuller. ‘That's too 
damn bad. My ‘Stud Stable’ is now 
the finest conglomeration of talent in 
the world, with Hickerson, Jimmy 
Golden, Gary Young—and myself, of 
course!” 

At press time, Pain was lobbying 
CWA officials for a rematch with 
Hickerson, who has failed to re 
spond to demands for a return bout. 

—Randy Swift 


ARIETTA, GA: Col. Buck 


Robley has returned to wres- | 


tling from a four-year hiatus to make 
life miserable for Mr. Wrestling II in 
the Southern Championship Wres- 
tling area. Robley has sneak-attacked 
Wrestling Il numerous times, trying 
to win the $5,000 bounty placed on 
the veteran by Mr. Atlanta. 


BUCK ROBLEY 

“They tried to keep me away, but 
they couldn’t do it,” claims the man- 
ic Robley, who now wrestles with a 
brace on his right arm, which many 
claim is lined with steel. “In my first 
appearance here, | almost busted 
Wrestling Il’s shoulder. Next time, 
he won't have a chance to escape.” 


Wresti 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


WINTER 1985 SUMMER 1986 
WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 


Reed. 


FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include; Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n' Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


| Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

| Box 48 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


SPRING 1987 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n' Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 


Wiresting 


Seema eee eee emawerenes 


| 

| WINTER 1984 CISUMMER 1986 [ISUMMER1987 CISUMMER 1988 ONLY | 
CIFALL1985 FALL 1986 CIFALL 1987 

| WINTER 1985 [WINTER 1986 WINTER 1987 $3 -00| 

| SPRING 1986 SPRING 1987 [SPRING 1988 EACH 


| In case of sellout, indicate substitue choice 


| Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $3.00 U.S. FUNDS ONLY for each issue 


| I've ordered. 


Robley is also the new manager of | | 


Abdullah the Butcher. Wrestling Il, 
meanwhile, has enlisted “Gentle 
man” Chris Adams and Ranger Ross 
to back him up in his wars against 
Robley and Abdullah. 

—B.W. Foreman(] 


| NAME 
| ADDRESS 


| city 


STATE). ="=ZiF: 


| For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 for 
each issue ordered for air mail. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 
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TOP10 


RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
WWF World champion 


Bee Kona cote, MY 
, Minneapolis, 
NWA Word chemolon 


JERRY LAWLER 


TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
No, 2 contender: 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
No. 3 contender: NWA title 


KERRY VON ERICH 


WWF title 


BARRY WINDHAM 
twater, TX 
US. heavyweight cha: 
THE HONKY TONK MAN 


255, Memphis, TN 
WWF Intercontinental champion 


TAG TEAMS 
TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 


Combined weight: 484 
NWA World tag team ee ee 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 


aes weight: 567 pg 
1 contenders: Ni WA tag team title 


DEMOLIT 10N 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

WWF World tag team cham; 
BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 


Combined weight: 453 pounds 
U.S. tag team chai 


THE FANTASTICS 
Combined weight: 462 pounds 
No. 1 cont : U.S. tag team title 


WARLORD & BARBARIAN 


ae idea AWW tae tea tem tig 


PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
Combined weight: 456 pounds 
AWA World tag team champions 


THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
rae age rsa ht: Mie Inds 
. tag team title 


KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 


Combined eae 495 pounds 
World Class tag team chai 


1 OF orn ERICH 1 O8Nron PILLMAN & BRUCE HART 
Pid Cad Teientharipiie Combined Lada pk 437 pet tam Eanes 
NWA WWF AWA WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: World Class Champion: 
RIC FLAIR RANDY SAVAGE JERRY LAWLER KERRY VON ERICH 
243, Minneapolis, MN 245, Sarasota, FL 234, Memphis, TN 260, Denton, TX — 
1—BARRY WINDHAM 1—THE HONKY TONK MAN 1—CURT HENNIG 1—KEVIN VON ERICH 
236, Sweetwater, TX 255, Memphis, TN 235, Minneapolis, MN 235, Denton, TX 
2—LEX LUGER 2—TED DiBIASE 2—GREG GAGNE 2—ICEMAN PARSONS 
268, Chicago, IL 247, Omaha, NB 220, Robbinsdale, MN 245, St. Louis, MO 
3—STING 3—ANDRE THE GIANT 3—SOLDAT USTINOV 3—KAMALA 
260, Venice Beach, CA 497, Grenoble, France 265, Moscow, Russia 360, Uganda 
4—DUSTY RHODES 4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 4—WAHOO McDANIEL 4—ERIC EMBRY 
302, Austin, TX 273, San Francisco, CA 280, Midland, TX 225, Lexington, KY 
5—STEVE WILLIAMS 5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 5—EDDIE GILBERT 5—BUDDY ROBERTS 
265, Norman, OK 280, Glens Falls, NY 222, Lexington, TN 247, Del City, OK 
6—AL PEREZ 6—JAKE ROBERTS 6—MANNY FERNANDEZ 6—MICHAEL HAYES 
238, Tampa, FL 246, Stone Mountain, GA 245, El Paso, TX 255, Marietta, GA 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 7—RICK RUDE 7—JEFF JARRETT 7—STEVE CASEY 
275, Moscow, Russia 246, Robbinsdale, MN 200, Hendersonville, TN 230, San Antonio, TX 
8—MIKE ROTUNDO 8—DON MURACO 8—PHIL HICKERSON 8—MISSING LINK 
245, Syracuse, NY 274, Sunset Beach, HI 257, Jackson, TN 273, parts unknown 
9—LARRY ZBYSZKO 9—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 9—BARON VON RASCHKE 9—BILL IRWIN 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 280, Queens, NY 271, Berlin, Germany 250, Duluth, MN 
10—RONNIE GARVIN 10—GREG VALENTINE 10—TEUHO KHAN 10—BLACK BART 
231, Montreal, Quebec 243, Seattle, WA 265, Singapore 261, Pampa, TX 
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te OFFICIAL RATING Ss 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
Bach wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’ 's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 


MOST POPULAR 
RANDY SAVAGE 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last month: No. 2 


2 Most Popular 
LEX LUGER 


tae Tae’ rane Ne. 3 Most Popular 
JAKE ROBERTS 


246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last month: unrated 


DUSTY RHO RHODES 
Last month: No. 5 Most Popular 


JERRY LAWLER 

234, Mem 

Last ay 6 Most Popular 
HACKSAW DUGGAN 


280, Glens Falls, N 
Lact month: No. 4 Most Popular 
KERRY VON ERICH 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Last month: No. $8 Most Popular 


1 KEVIN VON E ERICH 
235, Denton, TX 
Last month: 


STAMPEDE 


North American 
MAKHAN SINGH 
380, Saginaw, MI 
1—JOHNNY SMITH 
235, Manchester, England 
2—CHRIS BENOIT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 
3—STEVE BLACKMAN 
250, Pittsburgh, PA 
4—STEVE DiSALVO 
298, Boston, MA 
5—KERRY BROWN 
225, Kansas City, MO 
6—BRUCE HART 
211, Calgary, Alberta 
7—CUBAN ASSASSIN 
236, Cuba 
8—JERRY MORROW 
235, Martinique 
9—GAMA SINGH 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 


10—BRIAN PILLMAN 
: 226, Cincinnati, OH 


certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. 


MOST HATED 


ANDRE THE GIANT 

497, Grenoble, France 

Last month: No. 2 Most Hated 
RIC FLAIR 

243, Meee MN 
Last month: No. 3 Most Hated 
TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 

Last month: No. 4 Most Hated 


BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
Leet month: No. 1 Most Hated 


Bric K RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last month: No. 6 Most Hated 


THE HONKY TONK MAN 


255, pa ly A ™ 
Last month: No. 5 Most Hated 


EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexin on, ™ 
Last . 7 Most Hated 


CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last month: No. 8 Most Hated 


RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 
Last month: unrated 


1 MANNY FERNANDEZ 


245, El Paso, TX 
Last month: unrated 


CWA 
CWA Champion: 
PHIL HICKERSON 
257, Jackson, TN 
1—MAX PAIN 
350, lowa City, IA 
2—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
225, Winter Haven, FL 
3—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
4—ROBERT FULLER 
238, Dyresburg, TN 
5—SCOTT STEINER 
235, Detroit, MI 
6—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 
7—GARY YOUNG 
240, Houston, TX 
8—JIMMY GOLDEN 
235, Montgomery, AL 
9—JIMMY VALIANT 
251, New York, NY 
10—DON BASS 
230, Memphis, TN 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10. points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
So on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport: 


SINGLES 
1—RIC FLAIR Eeauen ide auns laure tuvsvuneeianzivadnreeitins coe points 
2—RANDY SAVAGE iaddenvsi al edavaeronactnehaniae LOR points 


B—HULK HOGAN .ssessessstsssessseesssterissnneesss 60. points 
ALEX LUGER j.ssscsessssssseeseseeesensenseeseeeees SS. pOlnts 
SS TING Seciacsvescsnsivavegpandtsnrevicreegenocdbnv BG HOMIE 


TAG TEAMS 

1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ...90 points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS ..jssssesnssessensneen 82 points 
3—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS.....sss0ssssses1000669 points 
4—RICK MARTEL & TITO SANTANA ...10.++14.50 points 
S—DEMOLITION ..sssssssssntesesnsserssnseessenereons 38 points 


For period ended July 15, 1988 


CONTINENTAL 
Continental Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 
To be filled in upcoming toumey 
1—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
2—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 
3—LORD HUMONGOUS 
325, parts unknown 
4—TOM PRICHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
5—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 
6—MR. OLYMPIA 
242, parts unknown 
7—KEN WAYNE 
208, Memphis, TN 
8—DAN DAVIS 
238, Nashville, TN 
9—SHANE DOUGLAS 
223, Pittsburgh, PA 
10—DETROIT DEMOLITION 
310, Detroit, MI 


1—SHERRI MARTEL 

WWF World women’s champion 
2—MISTY BLUE SIMMES 

NWA U.S. women’s champion 
3—WENDI RICHTER 

WWC women’s champion 
4—MADUSA MICELI 

AWA World women’s champion 
5—HEIDI LEE MORGAN 

No. 1 contender to AWA title 
6—BRANDI MAE 

No. 2 contender to AWA title 
7—ROCKIN’ ROBIN 

No. 1 contender to WWF title 
8—LINDA DALLAS 

No. 1 contender to U.S. title 
9—VELVET McINTYRE 

No. 2 contender to WWF title 


10—DEBBIE COMBS 
No. 3 contender to AWA title 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. Itis 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and —_ 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital: 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


A new number one! For the first time since winning the 
WWF World championship on March 27 at WrestleMania IV, 
Randy Savage has moved into the top spot in our Top 10 
ratings, displacing NWA World champion Ric Flair. Flair 
dropped to number two while AWA World champion Jerry 
Lawler remains in the third spot. 

The reasons for the change are quite simple. As champi- 
on, Savage has embarked on a heavy schedule of title de- 
fenses. He has rarely relied on outside interference, despite 

the tactics of top contender Ted DiBi- 
ase. And Savage's victory in a steel cage 
match at Madison Square Garden in 
late June strengthened his position as 
champion. 

Meanwhile, Flair continues—more 
than ever!—to rely on the interference 
of J.J. Dillon and The Four Horsemen to 
retain his belt. Even more important, 

; Flair has been defending his belt less 
Randy Savage than ever. He was scheduled for only 
one title defense—July 10 against Lex Luger in Baltimore— 
during the entire Great American Bash. Two years ago, Flair 
defended the title almost every night during the Bash. 

Top 10 ratings are based on won-lost records for the past 
month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of the wres- 
tlers. Savage’s credentials are impeccable in each category. 
He is a worthy number one. 


You'd think the people would have had enough of silly 
ratings! But we're bringing them back again. Almost two 
years ago, we asked you to come up with your own offbeat 
ratings category, compile a set of ratings, and send it to 
“Ratings Analysis.” The response was overwhelming. Readers 
rated the ‘10 Most Obnoxious Wrestlers,” the “10 Wrestlers 
Who Had Better Retire Before They Get Crippled,” “10 Beau- 
tiful Blonds Of Wrestling,” “Wrestlers’ Foreheads,” “Best 
Bellybuttons In The WWF,” “Couples Of Wrestling,” and the 
“Most Devastating Finishing Maneuvers.” It was interesting 
and a lot of fun. 

So we're asking you again to come up with some new 
categories (or even update the old ones) and send them to 
us at Sports Review Wrestling. lf it’s interesting or funny—or 
hopefully both!—we'll print it in a future installment. 

Just to get things rolling, we’ve decided to print an unusu- 
al, but interesting, off-beat ratings category sent in by Robert 
G. Gruber of Newburgh, New York. Robert ranked the top 
10 world champions of all time and writes, “As you go down 
the list, you will see that Hulk Hogan didn’t even get into my 
ratings. Even though Hogan held the WWF title for 4% 
years, he has no scientific skills whatsover.” 


ALL-TIME TOP 10 WORLD CHAMPIONS 
1—LOU THESZ 
Six-time NWA champ 1937-66 
2—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
Two-time WWF champ 1963-77 
3—VERNE GAGNE 
Nine-time AWA champ 1960-80 
4—HARLEY RACE 
Seven-time NWA champ 1973-83 
5—BOB BACKLUND 
WWF champ 1978-83 
6—GENE KINISKI 
NWA champ 1966-69; AWA champ 19617 
7—DORY FUNK JR. 
NWA champ 1969-73 
8—JACK BRISCO 
Two-time NWA champ 1973-74 
9—RIC FLAIR 
Five-time NWA champ 1981-present 
10—RICK MARTEL 
AWA champ 1984-85 
Here they come again! For the second time since instituting 
a revolving ratings category, women take the center stage 
this month. Several of these women—WWF champ Sherri 
Martel, NWA U.S. champ Misty Blue Simmes, and WWC 
champ Wendi Richter—have 
retained their belts since the 
last time we rated them, in 
the February 1988 issue (cover- 
ing the period through Octo- 
ber 8, 1987). But there have 
been plenty of changes in the 
AWA. Madusa Miceli won the 
vacant women’s title and is 
now trying to hold off chal- 
lenges from Heidi Lee Morgan 
and Brandi Mae. Madusa’s tag 
team partner, Debbie Combs, 
: . could also pose a challenge in 
Sherri Martel the near future. Meanwhile, 
“Sensational” Sherri appears to have a stranglehold on the 
WWF belt. The Fabulous Moolah is no longer wrestling, while 
Rockin’ Robin and Velvet Mcintyre have posed only minor 
threats to Martel’s title. 


Send us your criticism, your comments, your questions . . 
and your silly ratings categories. We need all the mail we 
can get, and all you want to send. The address is: “Ratings 
Analysis” c/o Sports Review Wrestling; Box 48; Rockville Cen- 
tre, NY 11571. O 
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BIG MUSCLES? 
In 7 days 


my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 
Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 


to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 
No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 


THE INSULT 


THAT 


MADE A MAN 
OUT OF ‘MAC’ 


cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 
“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 

— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

. .. afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW I CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe... — 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION" — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you’re covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


CARN IT! I'M SICK AND TIRED OF 
BEING A ScAaRECROW! CHARLES 
ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A 
REAL soov. ALi ricT! LL Gamece 
A STAMP AND GET i 


Ws PREE coon! 


@\ = 


So sure am I of how fast “‘Dynamic-Tension™ Gifts 

works that I make this offer to you. Try my course for every 

for 7 days and in even that short period of time you Pupil. BOVE IT DONT TAKE ATLAS, LONG TO 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline DO THIS FOR ME! war MUSCLES! Tur 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. Send courses in Se OUR IONE PAE AROUND SAN! 


JIU JITSU~KARATE, 9 y 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 
HAND BALANCING 


for full information. WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1J 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 


DO YOU WANT... 


A MUSCULAR 
CHEST? 


MAGNETIC 


BIG ARM MUSCLES? POWERFUL LEGS? PERSONALITY? 


Send for 


Photographic Data 


...THEN MAIL THIS(/QQY/ 


HERE'S THE KIND CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1J 

OF BODY | WANT P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, 
Je L 

[MORE MUSCLE New York, NY 10159 


Show me how “Dynamic-Tension” can make 
= BIGGER CHEST me a new man. Send for FREE illustrated infor- 


f 5 BIG ARM ial OF 
mation, and details of your 7 Day Trial Offer. 
| MUSCLES No obligation. 
(1 TIRELESS LEGS Print 

| CO MAGNETIC UMS oro a0 48 Fok Rh esors Rivle SR Mib cle Cea neta Age..... 
PERSONALITY 

| £1) BROAD BACK AGOT OSE S686 ane vs iy tseceegs cup srecess 
& SHOULDERS | city & Zip 

| (1 MORE WEIGHT UAB Fac cha cies aoe sees at ok Code «0.6400. 2s 


| eat at 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Mee 
Aan ome ON | a 
mon ernie Oost 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash”—one of 1985’s best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash’’: 

@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


| Make check or money order payable and send to: bi ae check or money order payable and send to: ml 
TV SPORTS | + sPorTs | 
| Box 48 LORDS OF THE RING | | | 80x 48 RINGMASTERS | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | | ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | 
"Please check which format you want: 0 VHS D Beta | | Please check which format you want: 0 VHS 0 Beta | 
| Please rush me ______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American | x 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & | 
| tape | am ordering. | | | handling) for each tape | am ordering. | 
| Name | I Name | 
| Address | | Address | 
(Cay: = ie DD cy State _ Zp | 
>. 2a Lae See 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


